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Emphasis is on the Environment in September

Grace At Work Is Back! Join Us October 3

This month Country Club Christian
Church is presenting a series of offer-
ings focusing on ways we can be good
stewards of the earth.

September Sermon Series: 
The Green Letter Version
Join us on Sept. 13, 20 and 27 for Dr. R. Glen
Miles’ sermon series The Green Letter Version.
Our world is undergoing environmental
change, and the damage to God’s earth as a
result is clearly evident. Science suggests we
should recycle and reduce, but as people of faith,
what else can we do? During this three-part
series, we’ll listen to the ancient voices of the
Bible as we seek to discover the link between
nature and grace. 
.

Pathways to Learning
Sept. 13 – Living as Good
Stewards of Our Land. Ken
Warren from the Land Institute
will talk about how to live with-
out biting the land that feeds
us.

Sept. 20 – It’s Not Rocket Science, It’s Godly
Stewardship: A Look at How We Should Use
Energy. Rick Gasaway, author of An Inconvenient
Purpose – Linking Godly Stewardship and
Alternative Energy, offers information and useful
suggestions for Christians who care about lead-
ing the way to a better, cleaner world for every-
one. Come and see a demonstration of the dif-
ference it makes to use compact flourescent light
bulbs (CFLs). 

The Metro Mission
Council invites you to
roll up your sleeves and
pitch in on projects in
and around the church
campus on Sat., Oct. 3
from 8:45 a.m. to noon.
In these challenging eco-
nomic times, this Grace At Work day is designed
to tackle projects and needs for which the
church would otherwise be forced to pay.  We
recognize that not everyone is able to increase

their pledge, so this is an opportunity for you to
be a part of a creative solution by giving of your
time and talents.

Projects include, but are not limited to, tree
trimming and other yard clean-up, dusting and
polishing of the Sanctuary and Chapel, and cata-
loging boxes of church memorabilia with other
members of the History Committee.   To pitch
in and lend a hand, simply sign up in the Parlor
or call the church.  
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Three opportunities for Disciples
Bible Study (DBS) begin in
September. Sign up in the Parlor, or
you may sign up by emailing Mary
Margaret at
marymargareth@cccckc.org or calling
816-333-4917. Options include:

DBS I - For individuals who want to
read the Bible from start to finish,
DBS I is an in-depth study of the
Bible. The title of the class is
Becoming Disciples through Bible
Study. The materials use biblical lan-
guage and images and draw upon the
work of scholars to aid understanding
of the Bible. The titles of the sessions
along with theme words, theme vers-
es, and major persons, events, and
topics will set the sequence of the
biblical story in the minds of the par-
ticipants. 
Wednesday Mornings – Led by
Lesley Holt, this class meets every
week from 9:00-11:00 a.m.

Bible Study Options Begin in September
Wednesday Evenings – Led by Ken
Hubbell, this class meets every other
week for two years. The first year
covers the Old Testament; the second
year features the New Testament.
This evening class is targeted for
working individuals. 

Advanced DBS
Tuesday Mornings – Led by Tepríng
Crocker every Tuesday from 9:30-
11:30 a.m., this class is for individu-
als who have already taken DBS I or
II. Under the Tree of Life is a 32-week
study concentrating on the writings
in the Old Testament – Ruth, 1 and
2 Chronicles, Ezra, Nehemiah,
Esther, Job, Psalms, Proverbs,
Ecclesiastes, Song of Solomon,
Lamentations, and Daniel. New
Testament scriptures include the
Gospel of John; 1, 2 and 3 John;
James; Jude; and Revelation. 

Wednesday Morning Bible Study –
9:00 a.m. in the Youth Center (Rm.
205), led by Dr. Charles Rolen.

Old Fashioned Picnic
Mark you calendar to join your church
friends for an old-fashioned fellowship
opportunity on Sun. Sept. 27, from 11:30
a.m. to 1:30 p.m in the Social Hall. Bring a
salad or dessert to share and enjoy the
chance to catch up with old friends and
make new ones. Main dish provided.

Senior Minister’s Bible Study
In October, Dr. R. Glen Miles will lead a
four-week Bible study entitled Money, Sex
and Power: Hot Topics in the Bible on
Monday evenings. Watch for more infor-
mation on this study, as well as the com-
panion sermon series, The Naked Truth:
Sex, Spirituality and the Soul.

The Well, the book and gift shop at
our church, is getting ready for the
fall with a sale on discontinued items
and books related to Dr. Glen Miles’
green sermon series.

The Green Bible is available as an aid
to guide your study for The Green
Letter Version sermon series. The Well
also has CDs of the weekly sermons
for you.  A good selection of Bibles
including The Message is also available.

A special selection of jewelry, chil-
dren’s toys, gift items and books is on
sale for 50% off including necklace
sets, bracelets, stuffed toys, hair
scrunchees, tea light holders, bird
houses, books, candles and more.
Come by The Well Sundays from

Special Shopping at the Well
9:30 a.m.
to 12:30
p.m. and

Wednesdays 11:00 a.m.- 1:00 p. m.
Merchandise must be sold to make
room for new things arriving soon.

The Well also needs volunteers to
work as sales associates. The work is
not hard and training is provided.
You can work as much or as little as
you like.  Proceeds from The Well go
to Week of Compassion, the disaster
relief mission of our denomination.
The Well also has fair trade items by
artisans from developing nations
around the globe.  

Youth Selling CFLs 
On Sun., Sept. 13 and 20, our youth will
be in the parlor selling compact fluores-
cent light bulbs (CFLs) for use in your
home or office. One CFL bulb uses less
energy and lasts longer than an incandes-
cent bulb. Individually packaged bulbs are
$4 each. Support the youth and be a good
steward of God’s earth at the same time!
Proceeds benefit Youth Ministry programs.

Grief Support Group Begins
September 12
“Journeying Through Grief,” a grief sup-
port group will begin on Sat., Sept. 12,
and will meet in the church library at
10:30 a.m. for five consecutive Saturdays.
Call Mary Linda McDonnell group facili-
tator at 816-822-2292 to register or to
get further information.  

Tutors Needed
Tutors are needed for the church’s tutor-
ing program at Argentine Middle School.
Tutoring is on Wednesdays at 1:00 p.m.
and lasts for approximately 12 weeks dur-
ing fall and spring semesters. Students are
in 6th, 7th or 8th grade, studying math
or English. Please contact Katie Allison
with questions or to sign up at 816-361-
6378  or katiea@planetkc.com. 
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Jim Collins, the author of the book Good to
Great, wrote a monograph for non-profit groups
as a supplement to his best seller. He under-
stands that in the social sectors—places like
churches—there is an argument that they
should be “more like a business.”   He argues
that it is very important for us to “reject the
idea—well intentioned, but dead wrong—that
the primary path to greatness in the social sec-
tors is to become ‘more like a business.’ Most
businesses—like most of anything else in life—
fall somewhere between mediocre and good.

Few are great. When you compare great companies with good ones, many
widely practiced business norms turn out to correlate with mediocrity, not
with greatness.”

One of the key factors in Collins’ argument is a culture of discipline.  He
says that most businesses and churches have a desperate need for greater
discipline.  Mediocre churches rarely display discipline.  The church needs
“disciplined people who engage in disciplined thought and who take disci-
plined action.”

Our disciplined thought and action begin with the cross of Jesus Christ.  It
is there that we see love made real.  It is there that we will find Strength for
the Journey and Grace for the Soul.  

The cross reminds of the demands that are placed on a community found-
ed in love and grace.  There will be time when this message is rejected or,
worse, ignored.  However, we are called to carry this message forward
believing and hoping that it is the single word that moves us.

Collins says that “A culture of discipline is not a principle of business; it is
a principle of greatness.” Everything we do in this church must be evaluat-
ed with a disciplined and thoughtful understanding of our vision for min-
istry.

Measuring greatness is not an easy thing to do. There are many, many fac-
tors in the church—things like attendance and income and programs and
ministries and a host of other possibilities—that may point to greatness or
mediocrity. However, the one thing we must always pay attention to is our
ability to love one another.  Jesus prayed for that.  Paul wrote about it.
The world is desperate for it.

Greatness begins and ends in the humble gift of love made real.

Grace and peace to you,

Good to Great
by Dr. R. Glen Miles

Worship with us!

Services at 9:00, 10:00
and 11:00 a.m.

Dr. R. Glen Miles presents
The Green Letter Version, 

a sermon series on the environment.

Sept. 13
Where Troubles Melt 
Like Lemon Drops 

Genesis 1: 24-31,  Revelation 21: 1-5

Sept. 20
The Tree of Life

Genesis 2: 4b-9, Revelation 22: 1-2

Sept. 27
Jesus Came to Save the Earth

John 12: 32-34

Stay Informed Online
Glen’s Blog, Twitter, Facebook
Remember you have several ways to keep
informed electronically about activities at
Country Club Christian Church.

Following us on Twitter or Facebook is
easy. Simply go to our website and click
on the logos in the top right hand corner.
They will take you directly to the church’s
page on either site. The church’s Facebook
page includes photos, information and an
option for you to leave messages. You can
sign up to be a follower if you have a
Facebook account. If you don’t have an
account, you can create a free one.

Senior Minister’s Blog
Glen’s blog can be found on the church’s
web site at www.cccckc.org by clicking
About Us then Senior Minister then
Blog, or type http://www.cccckc.org/
about-us/senior-minister/blog.html into
your browser address bar.
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Adult Ministries at Country Club Christian Church

2009 Tall Oaks Gala Auction
Sign Up to Donate
The 12th annual Tall Oaks Gala
fundraising event for Tall Oaks
Conference Center is fast approach-
ing and donations are being sought
for both the live and silent auctions
in conjunction with the event on Oct. 9. 

Sign up at the table in the Parlor on Sun., Sept. 6 to donate
an item for the auction.  Donations received by Sept. 14
will be included in pre-event publicity and the program.
Those received by Oct. 2 will be listed on the bid sheets at
the Gala. All donations are tax deductible.

The gala will be at the Intercontinental Hotel on the
Country Club Plaza.  Proceeds help benefit camps and con-
ferences in which our congregation participates. Tall Oaks is
a camp, retreat center and conference center on 350 wood-
land acres just east of Linwood, KS. For more information
or to make a donation, contact Susan or Alan Garner,
Country Club Christian Church gala ambassadors, at 816-
822-7194. 

One-ders
A diverse group of singles ages 35-60-ish, where everyone is
always welcome. Focusing on developing spirituality, service
to others, and opportunities for growth through fellowship. 
Sunday School – Join us in Rm. 302 every Sunday from
9:55-10:55 a.m.  This fall we will hold a series of Holy
Conversations. These classes will be led by members of the
Visioning Team, and are designed to evoke each member’s
feelings and beliefs about God and our church and to build
deeper relationships with God, our church, and each other. 
Cross-Lines Community Outreach on Sept. 19 – Help
prepare and serve breakfast to those in need. 736 Shawnee
in Kansas City, KS. 7:00-10:30 a.m.
Rocheport Wine Stroll on Sept. 19 – Head to Rocheport,
MO, for their annual Wine Stroll.  Wander through beauti-
ful historic Rocheport while touring the village shops and
tasting wines from all over Missouri!  Cost $15 for tasting
glass. 4:00-9:00 p.m.

Food Drive on September 20
On Sun., Sept. 20, please bring your nonperishable food
items for our collection for local food pantries that serve the
homeless and hungry. Vans will be in the parking lot to
receive your food or it can be placed in the barrels located
at the east and north doors. We also purchase food in case
lots for the pantries, so cash donations are welcome. Please
mark your donation “Food Drive.”  

YaWhose  Young Adults in their 20s and 30s
The group, which includes couples and singles, hosts four
quarterly special events and four quarterly Sunday lunches,
in addition to meeting on Sunday mornings from 9:55 to
10:55 a.m.
Sept. 13 – Traditional Bible Story, part 2 - Speaker: Travis
Wymore
Sept. 20 – Fruits of the Spirit - Speaker: Sue Thorne
If you have any questions or would like more information,
please contact Brook at brook_howard@yahoo.com.

Second Sunday Where parents of children ages 10
and under nourish mind, body and soul.
Sept. 13 – “Parents as Spiritual Mentors: A Conversational
Workshop.” 5:00-6:30 p.m, Social Hall. How do children
develop spiritually?  When does it begin? How can a family
develop an encouraging, supportive home environment con-
ducive to spiritual journeys? This session is designed to sup-
port, teach and encourage parents in the development of
their child’s spirituality.  Led by Lisa Engelken of Family of
Faith Christian Church and Rev. Rick Butler of Blue Valley
Christian Church.

Dinner is $7.50 for adults; children enjoy dinner and activi-
ty in the childcare wing, while parents gather for a light
supper followed by the program. Reservations by calling
816-333-4917 or marymargareth@cccckc.org.

Pathways to Learning
See page 1 for information on the Sept. 13
and Sept. 20 presentations.

How the Bible Came to Be
Sept. 27 –  Old Testament, by Dr. Harold

Washington of St. Paul School of Theology.
Oct. 4 – New Testament, by Dr. David May, Central Baptist
Theological Seminary.
Nov. 1 – How the modern Bible came to be, David May. 
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a  m e s s a g e  f r o m  s t a f f

Last week, a friend invited me to join her at a
pastry class at a local culinary center.  Having
never been there before, I had no idea what to
expect but was looking forward to it. I arrived at
the center a few minutes early and entered a room
bustling with activity and noise. I must have
looked like a fish out of water, because a bubbly
woman who obviously worked there greeted me
by my name, handed me a nametag and a glass of
iced tea. I met up with my friend and the three-
hour class was quickly underway.   

Everything about the experience was absolutely delightful, from the recipe
booklet we each received, to the ample supplies that were available, to the
pleasant company of the women we shared a table with. For three hours, we
measured, rolled, chopped, baked and laughed hysterically. 

Before reconvening with the rest of the class for the conclusion, I took a few
seconds to fill out the evaluation form I had been given earlier that evening.
I very simply wrote, “The food was great, but the fellowship was even bet-
ter!” It was as if everything the staff did that night said, “You are noticed
and you are welcome here.”  Having not even sampled the fruits (literally!)
of our labor yet, I knew that even if it was the best pie in the world, it
couldn’t hold a candle to the cumulative experience.   The final pastry prod-
uct was only a small portion of what made this evening a memorable one.
Don’t get me wrong…that’s not to say I wasn’t excited about the food.  On
my way home that night, I called Scott and asked him to have the plates,
forks and vanilla ice cream ready to go because there was a bubbling hot
apple and walnut pie on my front seat!  As Scott and I sat at the table eating
our pie, we studied the catalog of class offerings and salivated over the deci-
sion of what class to take next. 

It is my prayer that when guests leave here each Sunday, they do so saying,
“The sermon was awesome, but the fellowship was even better!”  I hope that
when they get home and flip through their Ministry and Events Guide, they
will salivate over what event or class to try next.  It is my wish that every ele-
ment of their experience says “you are loved, you are noticed and you are
welcome here.” I would challenge you to think about how you can be a part
of making these experiences a reality, whether it’s serving as a greeter, hand-
ing a visitor a worship bulletin or simply smiling and introducing yourself
to someone you don’t know.  You are a part of the cumulative experience.  It
wouldn’t taste nearly as sweet without you.  

Blessings,

Better Than Homemade Apple Pie
by Lauren Weinhold, Director of Church Growth

Infants Dedicated on Aug. 30
Four infants were welcomed into our con-
gregation on Sun., Aug. 30. The next infant
dedication is Sun., Oct. 11. Contact Chris
Trout at 816-333-4917 or
christ@cccckc.org for more information.

Samantha
Ann, born
Aug. 7,
2008, with
parents
Scott and
Cori Cooper
and brother
Andy.

Isabella
Ashlee, born
Aug. 18,
with parents
Jason and
Elizabeth
Pruitt.

Delia Rose,
born July
15, with
parents
Lindsay and
Jim Sullivan.

West
Richard,
born April
10, with
parents West
and Elektra
Uman.
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Race to Grace 2009 Provides Fun and Fellowship

5th Quarters for Youth
Begin 
Football games have four quarters ...
what’s there to do when time runs out
and the game is over? Join us for 5th
Quarters at Country Club Christian
Church. On Fridays beginning Sept.
4 after football games during the high
school football season, we will meet at
the Youth Center from 9:00 p.m. to
midnight to hang out and have a
good time. This is a perfect chance to
come and grow together as a commu-
nity. Rides will be available for those
who need a way home from the

Children, Youth and 
Families Open House 
Join us on Sun., Sept. 13 for a
Children, Youth and Families open
house, from 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
in the Last Supper Sculpture room off
the parlor. Come by and explore all
the opportunities for children, youth
and families, and learn about ways to
volunteer, too!

Pictured are front, Mia Peters, Megan Herrington, Lucy Patterson, Emily Hess,
Alexa Crimmons; middle, Jillian Schlatter, Lauren Reddin, Kersti Nix, Hannah
DeBok, Dominic Messina; back, Rev. Glen Miles, Blaine Luebbering, George
Kircher, Ben Crocker, Luke Philgreen, Rev. Catherine Stark-Corn. Not pictured
but also receiving Bibles were Luke Lopatofsky, Jillian McCallister, Ethan Meuret
and Alexus Swinney.

Third Graders Receive Bibles on Aug. 23

Sixty Country Club Christian Church youth and adults “Experienced the Gift of God,” participating in 24 hours of fun and
fellowship Aug. 28 and 29. They kicked off the event with a lock-in at the church on Aug. 28 and then spread out across the
city on Aug. 29, and ended with a celebration on Aug. 30.

Carson Trent, Jackson Berry, MaKenna Lockhart
and Zach Ziegenhorn chat with a walker in Loose
Park. Steven Miles, Kendra Martiny, Ben McBride, Meghan Jackson

and Jim Sullivan (playing guitar).
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r e f l e c t i o n s

Growing in Faith Moms Group
Monday, September 14
Join this group of moms for informal con-
versation and fellowship as we meet twice a
month (coffee and conversation or commu-
nity outreach).   We will begin with coffee at
Aixois at 55th and Brookside Boulevard
from 10:00 – 11:15 a.m. on Mon., Sept. 14.
Childcare will be available at church begin-
ning at 9:30 a.m.  Please RSVP to Catherine
at catherinesc@cccckc.org.  

Club Kids 
Sunday, September 13
Third-5th graders are invited to join us for
fellowship, fun and faith-focused discussions
from 5:00-7:00 p.m.  A snack supper is
served at 6:30 p.m.  Please make plans to be
there!  Parents are invited to come at 6:45
p.m. to hear about the schedule for the year
and explore carpooling with other families!
See you on the 13th!

First Steps 
Sunday, September 6
Parents with children 3 and under are invit-
ed to join this group for informal fellowship
and faith focused discussion 9:55 – 10:55
a.m. in the Pine Room.  Bring your young
child for singing and a story and the oppor-
tunity to interact with other young children.
See you Sunday!

Mystery Trip
Saturday, October 17
First and second graders are invited to join
us for our fall mystery trip.  We will gather
at 9:00  a.m.  at church, then depart to our
“mystery” location, returning to church by
2:00 p.m.  Cost is $10 per child and chil-
dren will need to bring a sack lunch.  Please
RSVP to Karla Herrington,
karlah@cccckc.org. Space is limited so sign
up early!

When folks ask me what the highlight of my sab-
batical was, my mind freezes up.  I begin to hem
and haw.  I twist my neck and wrinkle up my
face.  I am afraid that no matter what I say, it will
be inadequate.  If I tell you that the three months
away were like one long Sunday afternoon that
was absolutely magnificent would you believe me?
If I tell you that I began to feel alive in a new way,
utterly free to connect again with God, with
friends, with family, with myself, would that
sound silly?  Trying to find the words to capture
the totality of the experience is like trying to find

the words to describe heaven.  

I think back to the two weeks I spent at the monastery in Tuscany listening
to the priests sing Gregorian chants in a 12 century abbey.  Eight times a day
the priests from France, from Albania, from Italy, filed in wearing white
robes, bowed to the cross and sang a cappella the psalms and the prayers that
date back thousands of years.  In the solitude and simplicity of that place it
was easy to believe again that God still hovers close to humanity and seeks a
way to create peace among us.  

Then my mind scans the artistic treasures of Rome and Florence. I recall the
first day in Rome when I meandered through the windy streets to find the
church that houses Bernini’s famous sculpture of “St. Teresa in Ecstasy.”  Or
the next day when I was absolutely stunned by the same sculptor’s “Apollo
and Daphne” practically floating in the air like feathers.  

But just as vividly I remember the conversations that naturally unfolded as
my 13-year-old son Connor and  I bounced down the narrow moonlit cob-
blestone streets of Rome.  And the carefree dialogue with my husband Dave
as we strolled along the Adriatic coastline early in the mornings before sit-
ting down for a hot cappuccino.    

One of the most fruitful experiences was the writing class I took in New
Haven, CT. Sitting at the feet of one of my favorite authors, Nora Gallagher,
I delighted in learning new ways to approach the sacred task of writing.
Then I sat at my computer every morning for the rest of the summer prac-
ticing these new methods.  When I ran out of words and ideas, I sat staring
at the computer, until another thought emerged, listening for the spirit to
awaken me to deeper reality.  

Perhaps the true test of sabbatical is not how it is summarized in words, but
how different a person becomes after tasting the heavenly delight of unstruc-
tured time. Like faith, the purpose of sabbatical is to transform us.  The
Christian life becomes real when the Word is made flesh; when you and I
begin living new lives.  

Unstructured Time
by Rev. Carla Aday, Senior Associate Minister

Children and Families
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816-333-4917 fax: 816-333-7538 
email: office@cccckc.org  website: www.cccckc.org

The Country Club Christian: Copy must reach this office by Monday ten
days prior to publication. Editor: Lara Schopp, laras@cccckc.org
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GENEVIEVE BROWN
Beverly & Jerry Yantzi

MARIE W. LOCKTON
Lee & Jarene Stanford

NORMA “BUNNY”
CORBIN

Pat & Jim Martin
Mr. & Mrs. William 

Klasinski
Richard & Myrle Blim
Sue Brownlee
Betty & Jim Linn
David & Barbara Bywaters
George & Janis Haydon

Audrey Shafer
Martha & Sidney Cohn
Linda & Dick Nixon
Richard & Helen Minteer
Robert & Beverly Lang
Friends & Neighbors at 

Tall Grass Creek
Paula Rowe
Sharon Wells

IN HONOR OF ELMA 
HOPKINS’ 100TH 
BIRTHDAY

Gloria McLerran

Memorials

Our Church Family
Congratulations
Congratulations to Debra and Paul Rettenmaier on
the birth of daughter, Chloe Rettenmaier, on Aug. 12. 
Congratulations to Brook and Chris Howard on the
birth of son, Reed Houser, on Sept. 1. 

Sympathy
NORMA L. “BUNNY” CORBIN passed away Aug.
22. She is survived by her husband, Carl E. Corbin,
Jr., and children Gregory Corbin and Cindy
Davidson. The service was Aug. 28 at Mt. Moriah,
Rev. Carla Aday officiating.

Smile! 
Have you had your photo taken for the directory?  If
so, you will receive a complimentary copy of the
directory as soon as it is available. Only those individ-
uals who have participated, will receive a
directory. It’s not too late. Sign up today
online at www.cccckc.org. Just click on
the photo sign-up icon.

Christmas Trip to Branson
December 2-4
Join the group traveling to Branson, MO, Dec. 2-4
for fellowship and to see three Christmas shows, a
matinee and two evening shows. On tap will be
“Miracle of Christmas,” “The Twelve Irish Tenors,”
and “25 Broadway.” The group will be staying at the
Carriage Inn, which serves a continental breakfast
each morning.  Register by Sept. 21 with Mary
Margaret House at marymargareth@cccckc.org or
816-333-4917.  Watch for details on transportation
and cost. Contact Wilda Zollars at wzollars@ever-
estkc.net or 913-451-0684 for more information.


