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Join us Thur., Feb. 5 in the Sanctuary when Ann
Patchett, author of the New York Times’ bestseller Run,
will speak about her book. Her talk will be followed
by a reception and book signing in the Social Hall.
Books available for purchase that evening.
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Small groups have been meeting over the past few weeks to discuss the book
in preparation for Patchett’s appearance. Whether or not you have read the
book, come hear her presentation. The event is free and open to the public.

Emergency Funding to Gaza Hospital
The Outreach Council voted unanimously at its Jan. 6 meeting to grant
$5,000 in emergency funding to the AlAhli Hospital in Gaza. Al-Ahli is located in the Gaza strip area of Palestine. It
is an 80-bed unit providing both inpatient and out-patient services.

paying its regular employees, as well as
the additional emergency personnel
currently needed. In addition to its
hospital facility, Al-Ahli oﬀers mobile
clinics in villages of the Gaza Strip on a
monthly basis.

Due to the recent conﬂict in the area, the hospital is facing severe ﬁnancial constraints in
attempting to meet the needs of an increasing
numbers of patients and to deal with the physical damage to the building from the recent
bombings.

The hospital is part of the service ministry of
the Episcopal Diocese of Jerusalem and is supported by our Global Ministries initiative. In
conjunction with the plea for ﬁnancial support,
the National Interreligious Leadership Initiative
for Peace wrote to President George W. Bush to
urge immediate action to stop the violence and
resume peace talks.

Unemployment in the Gaza Strip has reached
70 percent and many of the patients who used
to pay their fees for treatment are often now
unable to do so. The hospital is having trouble

The Outreach Council felt the congregation
should be aware of this emergency response.

January 26, 2009

Lenten Classes and Worship Services
Ash Wednesday
Wed., Feb. 25, 6:00 p.m., Sanctuary
The ﬁrst service of Lent invites us
into this season with a traditional
imposition of ashes to symbolize the
fragile nature of our lives.

Worship and Study
Wednesdays starting Feb. 25
Join us each Wednesday during Lent
for a warm and worshipful evening.
5:30 p.m. – Light buﬀet supper.
$7.50 adults; $5 children 12 and
under. Sign up in Parlor by Sunday
prior or call 816-333-4917.
6:00 p.m. – Worship in the Social
Hall for adults and youth. Children’s
worship in Pine Room (Rm. 10).
6:30-8:00 p.m. – Classes for adults
(see below).
ABC, A Basic Christianity –
Whether you are just beginning your
faith journey or have been navigating
your path for a while, we invite you
to this series. Designed for the questioning Christian, the class focuses on
basic topics related to faith and spirituality. Led by the church’s clergy
using the book To Begin at the
Beginning by Martin Copenhaver,
which is available for purchase in
The Well or to borrow in the church
library.
Bible Workbench – Explore the
scripture passages that relate to the
spiritual journey through Lent. The
text and theme that we explore on
Wednesday night will be the basis for
the Sunday sermons throughout Lent.
Bible Workbench is an interactive
class that allows each of us to reﬂect
on our own lives. Class preparation
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is strongly encouraged. To receive a
workbook, sign up by Sun., Feb. 22
at marymargareth@cccckc.org. Books
cost $25. A library copy also is available. Facilitator is Rev. Carla Aday.

Holy Week
Palm Sunday, Apr. 5—Families are
invited to join the Palm Parade at the
11:00 a.m. service, and we will celebrate the baptisms of our Pastors’
Class participants.
Maundy Thursday, Apr. 9, 7:00
p.m., Sanctuary – In remembrance
of Jesus’ last supper, we gather to sing
hymns, read scripture and celebrate
communion.

Share Your Heart With the
World: Mission Trip Fair
Sun., Feb. 8, 11:00 a.m., Social Hall
On Feb. 8, the Country Club Christian
Church Mission Trips Council will host a
mission trip fair entitled “Share Your
Heart with the World.” Through visual
displays, crafts, food, and activities, this
event will allow attendees to get a ﬁrst
hand view of how our church members
have previously shared their hearts with
the world. Discover opportunities that
exist for you to share your heart with the
world. Stop by for a taste of rice and
beans Nicaragua style or a hands on experience assembling health kits. Learn
more about our mission partners around
the nation and the globe. All ages welcome.

Grace at Work Is Apr. 18

Good Friday, Apr. 10
Worship at 12:15 p.m. – Experience
the darkest day on the Christian calendar with worship of readings,
hymns and solos. A 15-minute organ
prelude begins at noon with worship
following at 12:15 p.m.
“Requiem” at 7:00 p.m. – The
Chancel Choir and orchestra will perform Maurice Duruﬂé’s “Requiem” in
the Sanctuary.

Mark your calendar for Sat., Apr. 18 to
join in Grace at Work, a one-day volunteer opportunity to reach out to organizations in our community. During this
church-wide event individuals are invited
to experience fellowship while serving
others and creating visible change in our
community. A range of volunteer opportunities is available including projects on
our campus. Sign up begins in late
March.

Easter Sunday, Apr. 12 – Celebrate
the miracle of Easter at Country
Club Christian Church.
7:00 a.m. Sunrise Service in the
George Hamilton Combs Chapel.
7:30-9:30 a.m. Breakfast. Start the
day with a complimentary breakfast
in the Social Hall.
8:00, 9:30 and 11:00 a.m. Worship
in the Sanctuary. The Kansas City
Brass will join us at the 9:30 and
11:00 a.m. services.

Cedar Rapids Mission Trip
Informational Meeting
A mission trip to the Cedar Rapids, IA,
area is planned for June 11-13 in
response to that area’s massive ﬂooding in
2008. Come to an informational meeting on Sun., Mar. 1 at noon and ﬁnd out
how you can put your faith to work by
spending a few days with a purpose. Join
us on this trip to help with clean-up,
rebuilding, or whatever else might be
needed. For more information, contact
Jackie Cunningham at 816-246-6202, or
email jackiekcunningham@gmail.com.

passages from the senior minister

The Gospel of Love and Service
by Dr. R. Glen Miles
Paul reminds the church in Philippi, that
“Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form
of God...emptied himself, taking the form of a
slave.” This a reminder to all of us in the church
whether we are ministers, elders, board members, council chairs, active members, first-time
visitors or curious seekers that we are called to
serve one another.
I find it quite interesting that Paul chooses to
respond to a practical problem in the church
with a big theological answer. These folks are
resorting to petty little jealousies and arguments. However, rather than
scold or lecture, Paul gives them a huge dose of theology.
Paul wants them to remember that their childish behavior can cause them
to forget the central event of their faith, the cross. When we keep the cross
before us, we continue to remind ourselves of the very fact that Christ, in
the name of love, gave himself, in the name of love, to the world. When
the most powerful army in the world tortured him he refused to return
violence with violence. When the cross is central to all that we do, we will
be constantly reminded that the only path before the church is the way
named love.
That path is not always the easiest one to follow. We can easily forget
Christ’s example and seek the ways of power while forgetting about love. If
we follow Christ we must allow love and an attitude of service to guide all
that we do.
An Indian woman, a Christian, came to Mother Teresa for help. Her
neighbor, a Hindu woman, was hungry. She had been without food for
days. Mother Teresa brought food to the Hindu woman. She, in turn,
decided to share half of what she had received with her neighbor, a
Muslim. That day–from a Christian, to a Hindu, to a Muslim–the Gospel
of Love and Service was proclaimed.
The same thing is true in our families. Tony Campolo was leading a seminar on relationships when he was interrupted near the end by one of the
students who said, “Dr. Campolo, you haven’t answered the question,
‘Who is supposed to be the head of the household, the husband or the
wife?’ ” Campolo replied, “The mature Christian never asks who is going
to be the master but always asks: ‘Where is Christian service needed?’ ”
Grace and Peace to you,

New Member Sunday, Feb. 8
You are invited to become a member of
the Country Club Christian Church family on Sun., Feb. 8 at the 11:00 a.m. service. If you would like to be included in
the celebration, simply let Lauren
Weinhold, Director of Church Growth,
know by calling 816-333-4917 or emailing laurenw@cccckc.org. We look forward to sharing your faith journey with
you!

2009 Ministries and Events
Guide Available
The new 2009 Ministries and Events
Guide has been mailed to each household.
If you did not receive one or would like
an additional copy, pick one up at church.
The guide is your one-stop reference to all
of the opportunities for worship, Bible
studies, educational oﬀerings, fellowship
groups, community service, outreach,
mission trips, and special events at
Country Club Christian Church over the
next six months.

Worship with us!
Services at 8:00, 9:00,
10:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Feb. 1
Youth Sunday
Worship led by youth in
grades 6-12 at 9:00 and
11:00 a.m. services
Justin Zeigler preaching at
8:00 and 10:00 a.m.
Jan.-Feb. Sermon Series
Finding Our Way:
Feb. 8
Through Hope
Psalm 33:18-22
Romans 5:1-5
P A G E
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Adult Ministries at Country Club Christian Church
Pathways to Learning
Healthy People, Healthy Nation
Pathways to Learning presents Healthy
People, Healthy Nation. This series will
include a current look at Alzheimer’s, the
rising costs of healthcare and heart health.
Feb. 1 – “Skyrocketing Costs,” Professor Mike Wood,
UMKC Bloch School.
The Prophets
Mar. 8, 15, 22, 29 – Dr. Harold Washington, professor at
St. Paul School of Theology will lead the series.

Crossroads
For adults ages 35-50. We each face many diﬀerent crossroads in our lives. Each Sunday provides an opportunity to
build relationships, learn more about our faith tradition and
discover the spiritual guidance needed to face the various
crossroads. Meets every Sunday in the Pine Room (Rm.
10), 9:55-10:55 a.m.
Jan. 11 -Mar. 1 – Genesis. Talk about Crossroads! The
ﬁrst book of the Bible explores family relationships, job
transfers, the pressures of living in a secular culture, and
much more. Take a look at the dramas of Noah, Rebekah
and many others who struggle with how God interacts with
us at each and every crossroad we face. Learn the meaning
and the mystery of the stories as we share our own stories
with one another.

Saturday Night Live
For couples with children 10 and under. Enjoy adult conversation and fellowship. Childcare by reservation at the
church.
Feb. 21 – Game Night at the Church. 6:00-8:00 p.m. Kids
will enjoy games in the youth center and adults will gather
in Social Hall. Bring a board game to share if you wish.
Adult dinner for $7.50 per person. Kids eat pizza free!
Respond by Feb. 16 by calling 816-333-4917.

TGIF – This Group Is Fun
Families with younger children are invited to join this
monthly group for fellowship. Our next meeting will be
Fri., Feb. 27 at the home of Catherine Stark-Corn and
Brian Corn from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. Childcare will be
available at the church beginning at 5:30 p.m. For more
information or to RSVP contact Catherine at
catherinesc@cccckc.org.

Second Sunday
Where parents of children ages 10 and under nourish mind,
body and soul. Children enjoy dinner and activity in the
child care wing, while parents gather for a light supper, followed by a program. Dinner $7.50 per person. 5:00 p.m.,
second Sunday of each month.
Feb. 8 – “Will You Be my Valentine?” A refreshing look at
how parents can keep the romance alive.
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YaWhose

Young Adults [age 22-35] Welcoming
Hearts Open to Spiritual Exploration
The group, which includes couples and singles, has a new
schedule. Instead of meeting on the ﬁrst Tuesday monthly
we will host four quarterly special events and four quarterly
Sunday lunches. Therefore the Feb. 3 dinner has been cancelled.
Feb. 1 – Meet in Rm. 203 at 7:00 p.m. for a fabulous
Italian dinner and service project. We will make Valentine
cards to be mailed to shut-ins from our church. Materials
and dinner provided.
Feb. 8 – “How Does a Christian Meditate?” Susan Garner,
Elder and yoga teacher. 9:55-10:55 a.m., Rm. 301.

S.P.I.C.E. (Society for the Preservation of
Interesting and Creative Eldership)
Plan to join us on Wed., Feb. 18, at 11:00 a.m. for
lunch and a program featuring Jackie Kennedy, as presented by Claudette. Watch for more details. RSVP to
Mary
Margaret House at marymargareth@cccckc.org or 816333-4917.

a

m e s s a g e

f r o m

s t a f f

A Valuable Reference
by Lara Schopp, Director of Communications
In college I took several journalism classes taught
by curmudgeonly professor Dr. Tom Dickson. A
requirement for Dr. Dickson’s classes was a book
entitled The Associated Press Stylebook and Libel
Manual. I hated this book. We were quizzed on it
constantly, and if we so much as drafted a sentence without following its rules, Dr. Dickson
could smell it. He relished any opportunity to
strike points off our grades should we dare to not
follow the manual. Dr. Dickson’s favorite rule
was on page 44: the appropriate uses for the
words compose, comprise and constitute. (“Just
avoid using comprise,” he lectured. “No one ever uses it correctly.”) I couldn’t wait for the last day of my last class with him so I could banish the
Stylebook, never to be seen again.
It’s been 15 years since my last class with Dr. Dickson, but guess what?
That darn Associated Press Stylebook is still sitting on my desk. Its pages are
yellowed, and I should buy a new copy given mine is a June 1994 edition.
But this old edition has sentimental value, kind of the way my first Bible, a
gift from my home church, does. In fact, I call my Stylebook my writer’s bible. I
refer to it every day for guidance.
In addition to the Stylebook, on my desk now I also have a copy of The New
Oxford Annotated Bible, and one other publication that I use about a dozen
times each day, the new issue of Country Club Christian Church’s
Ministries and Events Guide. By now you should have received your copy of
this guide to the church’s upcoming events and activities. If you haven’t, or
you’d like an extra to give to a friend, pick up a copy at the church. I
encourage you to look through the guide now, then refer to it regularly in
the coming months. The dates and times for the church’s upcoming special
events are included, as well as information about Sunday School classes,
Children’s and Youth Ministries, visitor information, and much more about
all the dynamic ministries this church comprises. The guide’s organization
makes it easy to find what you’re looking for, and there’s also an alphabetical index in the back and a calendar listing of events for quick reference.
I hope you’ll find the Ministries and Events Guide a helpful and constant
companion in the coming months. Whether you’re a visitor, an extremely
active Elder or Deacon, or a new member just learning about all we have to
offer, this guide can help you plan your path to active and faithful church
membership. Even if you think you’re one of the most informed members
of our congregation, the guide can be a useful reference tool for you.
I hope the Ministries and Events Guide will serve you as well as my old
Stylebook serves me. Dr. Dickson would be proud. (He might also be surprised I do know the appropriate usage of comprise.)

February Collection Connection
The February Collection will be for items
for the 2009 South Africa mission trip
team to take to South Africa in March.
Items will be collected both for Thembani
Special Day Care Centre, a day care center
for special needs children in Bedford
Township where the team will be doing its
main work project this year, and for the
Samaritan Centre, an Aids Hospice in East
London, where the 2007 team did its main
work project. In addition to the items listed below, cash is welcome so that we can
purchase items too bulky or heavy for us to
carry.
For the day care center: children’s vitamins (expiration date not earlier than
2010), crayons, markers, glue, tape, face
cloths, toothbrushes, toothpaste, lip balm
(e.g., Chapstick).
For the Samaritan Centre: latex gloves,
hand sanitizer, Neosporin, gauze (rolls and
pads), bandaids and bandages (all sizes),
tape for bandages.

Mondays in March
Starting Mar. 2 and continuing through
Mar. 30, David Diebold will offer insights
in how to listen to sacred and secular music
and how our culture is enriched by the
presence of serious music in our lives. The
class will meet from 7:15 to 8:30 p.m. in
the Music Room (Rm. 100). Register
through Mary Margaret House at 816-3334917
or marymargareth@cccckc.org. If enough
interest is shown in a daytime session, this
class will be offered those dates at 9:15 a.m.

Rummage Sale Coming in May
Mark your calendar for the week of May
3-9 for the all-church rummage sale. Help
raise funds for Country Club Christian
Church’s Outreach Ministry by donating
gently used items you no longer need.
For information, contact Pat Martin,
patmartin1050@aol.com or 816-590-7134.
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Join Us for Youth Sunday on Feb. 1
Next Sunday, Feb. 1, is Youth Sunday. For the past several weeks, our youth
have been planning and preparing to lead you in worship. Please come and
worship with us either at 9:00 a.m. or 11:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary. The 8:00
a.m. and 10:00 a.m. services will remain in their traditional format in the
Chapel and will be led by Justin Zeigler, our Youth Ministry Intern.

Children’s Musical on Sun., Mar. 1
Please mark your calendars for Sun., Mar. 1
when the Children’s and Cherubim Choirs
will be performing their third annual musical. It’s Cool in the Furnace, by Buryl Red,
is a wonderful retelling of the story of
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. The
children have been working hard on lines,
songs and choreography. Please plan to
2008 Musical “Oh Jonah”
join us in the Social Hall for a light lunch
following the 11:00 a.m. worship service. It will be a fantastic afternoon of fun
and laughter for all generations that you won’t want to miss.

Chi Rho and CYF Retreats on Feb. 13 and 14
The youth of Country Club Christian Church will head out to Tall Oaks
Conference Center on Fri., Feb. 13-Sat., Feb. 14 to relax and grow spiritually.
We will meet at the church at 4:30 p.m. on Friday and head to Tall Oaks, arriving before dinner. We will return to the church at 4:30 p.m. on Saturday.
These will be two separate retreats, with separate housing for Chi Rho and CYF.
We will be hanging out, doing outdoor activities and eating a lot!! Cost is $50
per person. All reservations and payment must be turned in by Sun., Feb. 8.
Call or email Chris Trout at christ@cccckc.org or 816-333-4917.

Blankets for Children’s Mercy Hospital

Souper Bowl of Caring
Chi Rho and CYF
youth will be collecting donations
for the “Souper
Bowl of Caring” following all four morning worship services
on Sunday, Feb. 1. Funds collected for
the Souper Bowl of Caring are directed
to the charity each Disciples of Christ
congregation selects. In 2007, monies
went to Argentine Food Kitchen and
Micah Ministry. Last year, nearly $2,000
went to the Monthly Food Drive.

Green Team Update
The Green Team is
our new committee
assigned the broad
task of studying ways
that we as a congregation can be friendlier
to the environment.
During the past
months, the Green Team has met with
a consultant to determine the church’s
carbon footprint and how it can be
reduced and to look at the energy consumption of our major building systems. This study has generated several
good ideas that will be presented in the
coming months. Look for projects
involving landscaping, our web site and
additions to the church library.
Other councils are thinking “green,”
too. When the church boiler broke this
fall, the Practical Services Council wisely chose a new boiler system that is
much more energy eﬃcient. We expect
to save over $1,000 monthly in utility
bills once the new boiler is installed.

Chi Rho and CYF made 18 blankets to donate to children at Children’s Mercy Hospital
during youth group on Jan. 11. Crafters were (front row): Maddie Mossman, Carly
Trout, Riley Hoffman, Betsy Dee, Daniel Stewart, Perry Jackson, David Sherbondy;
(back row): Tyler Moffat, Parker Hoffman, Ben Gallagher, Ted Gallagher, Ben Giguere,
Jack Dee, Meghan Jackson, Lucy Lehoczky, Alex Jackson, MaKenna Lockhart.
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For more information or to get
involved with the Green Team, please
contact Mindee Forman at
greenteamcccc@gmail.com.
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All Are Invited

Children and Families

by Rev. Catherine Stark-Corn, Minister to Children and Families

Club Kids Souper Bowl Sunday
Service

You have not truly experienced the awe-inspiring
elements of our sanctuary until you have seen
them through the eyes of children. During the
Sunday School hour for children we utilize a rotation model where children experience a biblical
story in four to five different settings (cooking,
storytelling, art, etc.). In our current rotation we
focus on a parable Jesus told about the great feast.
For one of the sessions for this rotation I have
been taking the class into the sanctuary.
We gather just in front of the communion table
and I begin the lesson with them. As I am talking, I try to keep their attention (and mine) focused, which becomes increasingly difficult as one child
has found a horizontal position more appealing, another keeps raising to her
knees to gaze at the windows and yet another I hear counting as I turn to see
him using his finger to number the pews. I keep trying to get the discussion
going all the while wondering in my head – why am I losing them?
In the silence that followed one of my questions, it struck me that this was
not so much about me not holding their interest, as the call of the sanctuary
to be explored and appreciated proved too hard to resist. Instead of trying
to call them back into the lesson I let them lead me by asking the children
what they were seeing, hearing, longing to look at in this space.
Now the answers come! They bubble over with observations about the windows and who is portrayed in them, they ask questions about how the light
bulbs are changed in those “really high” lights, and several are fascinated
with the carving of the Last Supper on the communion table. It was a thoroughly engaging time together. Quite a few from the group have sat in a
pew on Sunday mornings and been part of the worship service but rarely
have they had time to take in the worship space, to just look around and see
all that is there.
But alas, what of the lesson? As often happens it was I who ended up learning from the children. In a sense I saw the parable of the great feast in a
new way – God invites and includes everyone. For this group of children
this meant having the opportunity to come to know the place where we
gather as a community to meet God and one another, a space where we seek
to include young and old alike to be embraced by God. This grand space
that welcomes us to observe, to wonder, to know the awesome presence of
God – a place many of us gather each week without giving it a second
thought. This group of children reopened my eyes and heart to the glorious
beauty of our sanctuary and helped me hear God’s invitation to all of us to
come and commune
with the Holy One.

3rd–5th graders are invited to help serve at
Harvesters on Sun., Feb. 1. We will have
lunch and game time from noon to 2:00
p.m. then go to Harvesters to serve in the
warehouse from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m., returning to church by 5:30 pm. Please RSVP
to Mary Margaret at 816-333-4917 or
marymargareth@cccckc.org.

Snow Tubing in Weston
Sun., Feb. 22
3rd–5th graders and their families are
invited to an afternoon on the slopes at
Snow Creek in Weston. We will gather for
lunch at noon in the Youth Center (Rm.
205), then head to Weston for a two-hour
tubing session. Siblings of Club Kids are
invited to join us with a parent attending.
We will return to church by 6:00 pm.
Registration forms with full details are on
the information table in the Children’s
wing.

Moms’ Group – Growing in
Faith
All moms with children 10 and under are
invited to join us on the second and
fourth Monday of the month. We will
gather for fellowship on Mon., Feb. 9 and
for service projects on Mon., Feb. 23.
Contact Catherine Stark-Corn to receive
emails with full details for each date.

Family Mission Trip
June 17-23
Each summer families are invited to experience an opportunity for service and fellowship on the Cheyenne River Indian
Reservation in South Dakota. The 2009
dates are June 17-23. Make time to view
the photos from past years’ trips in the
first floor photo gallery. For more information, contact Rev. Catherine Stark-Corn
at catherinesc@cccckc.org.
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Couple Communication
Learn practical communication skills to protect and
sustain a vital partnership in our Couple
Communication class on Saturdays, Feb. 21 and 28,
from 9:00 a.m. to noon.

Our Church Family

Return Service Requested

6101 Ward Parkway
Kansas City, MO 64113

In this class you will develop confidence to communicate with your partner effectively, creating faster,
better resolutions to conflict and increasing satisfaction in your relationship. Couples who were married
at the church may take the course for free. For others,
the cost is $37. For more information, contact Rev.
Carla Aday at carlaa@cccckc.org or Michelle Schlatter
at weddings@cccckc.org or call the church at
816-333-4917.

program

Congratulations
Congratulations to Elizabeth Evans and Don
Dimmitt who were married Dec. 31 in the Chapel.

Sympathy
BOB WOLF passed away Jan. 10. Services were Jan.
17, Dr. Glen Miles and Dr. Charles Rolen officiating.
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LORENE CARRELL passed away Jan. 12. She is survived by her son, Bill Carrell. Services were Jan. 15.

Memorials
UMATILLA M. ARNOLD
John & Judith Miller
Coleen Davis
THELMA B. FIELDS
Mary & Steve Reiff
Barbara & Charles Oliver
Mr. & Mrs. John Jockusch
Mark & Kelly Mayer
Gary & Julie Hilding
Daniel & Sharon Brown
Linda & Neil Roadman
Bonnie Veskerna
Max & Sue Deweese
Connie Veskerna
John & Jane Smiros
Twyla Caldwell
Mildred Schooling
Linda Schooling Kekina
Vicky Cross
Ron Cross
Virginia Reed

DOROTHY STURGEON
Vicky Cross
Ron Cross
AL PLUCKNETT
Outlook Sunday School
Class
LAWRENCE RITTER
Outlook Sunday School
Class

