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Rev. Carla Aday

From the Senior Minister
Woven Together

L ast week I 
gathered with 
family for 

a reunion, with 
colleagues for a 
conference, with 
neighbors for a 
homes associa-
tion dinner, with 

church leaders at 
a Board planning retreat, and with 
friends at a small dinner party. At each 
gathering, I felt a mixture of belonging 
and discomfort. When shall I speak up 
and when shall I keep my opinions to 
myself? Each group practices specific 
social rules about how to build relation-
ships and trust. Social scientists suggest 
that even though we are “connected” 
through group gatherings and social 
media, many of us grow increasingly 
lonely. There is something “more” to 
building community than simply being 
part of a group. In his book Commu-
nity, Peter Block says “The essential 
challenge is to transform the isolation 
and self-interest within our communi-
ties into connectedness and caring for 
the whole.”

I’ve been pondering what role 
the church can play in transforming 
the isolation and self-interest within 
our local community into connected-
ness and caring for the whole. Small 
groups, support groups, classes, circles 
of care, service teams are all ways that 
we attempt to convey God’s holy hos-
pitality to one another. But are there 
also ways we can bridge beyond our 

Grace at Work is Oct. 13
Grace at Work is a fun-filled half-day service event 
open to all ages! This fall the majority of our projects 
will be with our Northeast Partnership agencies. Sign 
up today at cccckc.org.

Schedule 
8:00 a.m.: Continental Breakfast at Country Club 
Christian Church 
Welcome and Gathering of Project Teams
9:00 a.m. : Begin projects at our Mission Partner Sites 
Carpool with project teams to your project
Noon: Gather at The Concourse Park (Northeast KC) for lunch and fel-
lowship. We encourage everyone, families, youth, and children to join us to 
celebrate our work with the community.
We encourage folks to carpool to the Northeast project sites. If you can drive 
a team, or if you need a ride that morning, email coreym@cccckc.org. 

Join us for Trunk or Treat on Sun., Oct. 28 from 5:00-7:00 p.m. in the 
Chapel parking lot. Dress your little ghoul or goblin in his or her costume to 
trick or treat between decorated cars. Food, fun, candy and more!

Get in the spirit of Halloween by decorating your vehicle with a 
festive theme. Help us fill our parking lot with fun and exciting vehicles 
decorated for Halloween. Costumes, themes, and fun decorations are 
encouraged! Email April Booth at aprilb@cccckc.org



Stay up to date at CCCCKC.org    •  32  •   Country Club Christian Church 

Join us for worship!

Sunday Service Times 

CCCC Newsletter redesign_blank template.indd   2-3 9/27/17   2:22 PM

continued from page 1
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stone walls to foster community? Jesus 
reminds us that “where two or three 
are gathered there I am in the midst 
of them.” Faith then is not just about 
personal belief but about hanging out 
with a group. 

I experienced this vividly in 
decades of our church’s annual trek 
to Estes Park, Colorado, for Christian 
Community Camp. On hiking trails, 
introverts like my husband opened 
up and shared hysterical stories from 
his past. On junk night the teenagers 
raced go carts with 90-year-old Vir-
ginia Reed. Secret pal gifts of feathers 
and rocks were exchanged and life-
long friendships developed. Inhibitions 
fell around campfires and distance 
melted between sacred and ordinary. 
Often those children who first attend-
ed camp as toddlers ask to come back 
with their families as college students 
because this is the place where they 
learned that they belonged. 

God, I think, weaves us together 
into the body of Christ, if we will but 
allow our lives to be part of that tap-
estry of love and grace that transports 
the world from isolation and self-inter-
est into connectedness and caring for 
the whole. 

Grace and Peace,

Neighborhood  
Communion
You are invited to participate in small 
group gatherings in your neighbor-
hood.  This time is for fellowship and 
guided discussions developed by Dr. 
Mike Graves. Gatherings to be held 
between Oct. 15 and Nov. 16. Dead-
line for participation sign-up is Sun., 
Oct. 7. Contact Barbara George at 
barbarag@cccckc.org for more infor-
mation.

Mission Trips
Puerto Rico  – March 17-24 2019
We will partner with Iglesia Cristi-
ana (Disciples de Cristo) en Puerto 
Rico, Week of Compassion, Disciples 
Volunteering and Global Ministries to 
help with Hurricane Irma and Maria 
Disaster Recovery.
Trip Team Members*: 
• Who are comfortable leading re-

pairs under local supervision
• Interior and exterior construction 

experience 
• Minimal to fluent Spanish speaking 

skills
*Not required of all participants, join 
us as you are with your skills, talents, 
and heart for our neighbors 

Ecuador  – October  2019 
We will partner with FEDICE to 
empower indigenous and marginalized 
communities in the Ecuadorian Andes 
to break the cyclical chains of poverty, 
discrimination, and injustice. Oct. 18 - 
25, 2019  $50 non-refundable deposit 
to secure your spot. Open to all ages.

Rideshare Opportunities 
Available
If you drive to church on Sunday 
mornings, you can participate in an 
important ministry by signing up as a 
driver through JET Express to offer 
rides to neighbors in need of transpor-
tation. Or, if you are someone who 
needs a ride, this service can connect 
you with a driver. Visit our table in 
the Parlor on Sunday to learn how 
you can provide a ride to church for 
our elderly and infirm members. For 
more information visit cccckc.org/
jet-express-rideshare/. Greg Lear and 
Joe Walker are available to speak to 
classes, groups, and retirement com-
munities about JET Express. Email 
Joe at joew@cccckc.org or text him at 
816-853-5375. 

Tall Oaks Gala
The annual Tall Oaks Gala is Fri., 
Nov. 9 starting at 6:00 p.m. at the 
Arrowhead Stadium North Club. The 
event’s theme is Unveiling the Future: 
Masquerade Gala. The event includes 
an optional stadium tour, silent and live 
auctions, and a buffet dinner. If you 
would like to register, make an auction 
donation, or volunteer, please visit 
talloaks.org/gala for more information. 
Tall Oaks Conference Center is a min-
istry of the Christian Church (Disciples 
of Christ) of Greater Kansas City pro-
viding a natural sanctuary and facilities 
for meetings, camps, and conferences 
that promote a subtle, harmonious en-
counter with the natural environment 
in a retreat setting. Proceeds of the 
Gala benefit Tall Oaks’ facilities and 
programs.
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reflections

9:01, 10:00 and 11:00 a.m

October 7 
Greatest Hits of theBible, 
Part 4: Noah and God’s 
Change of Heart
Genesis 6:5-8; 7:1-5; 8:20-21; 
9:12-13 
Rev. Carla Aday preaching

October 14 
Greatest Hits of theBible
Part 5: Zacchaeus
Dr. Mike Graves preaching

From Pew to Pulpit (and Back Again)
Dr. Mike Graves, Scholar in Residence and Minister of Spiritual Formation

O  ccasionally, someone will ask me how long it 
takes me to prepare a sermon. My standard an-
swer nowadays is 61 years. Sermons come from 

a life of learning and living. But of course, what they’re 
asking is how many hours, and often other such ques-
tions about how preachers put sermons together.

A couple weeks ago now, I preached from the story 
of Moses leading the Israelites across the sea on dry 
land as the Egyptian army was pursuing them. Many of 

you were there, and if you weren’t, we now have wonderful ways to watch, 
either live via streaming or later via the link. (www.cccckc.org/about-us/sun-
day-worship-services) Typically, when people are in the room listening to a 
sermon, that’s their only role, to listen. What else could they do, besides tune 
it out?

In fact, there are other options. Fred Craddock used to say that in the 
traditional approaches to preaching, the listeners were on the team, but as 
javelin catcher. Ouch! In an attempt to have a more meaningful role, on the 
two Monday nights prior to my preaching, 30 or so of us gathered to talk 
about the biblical passage and work on the sermon together. Yes, it was a 
group effort. Actually, we did two things. Besides wrestling with the text and 
how it might be preached, I taught them some things about preaching.

This might seem counterintuitive, teaching laity about preaching. Isn’t 
that what I did at the seminary with those going into ministry? Yes, but 
preaching doesn’t belong solely to the preachers. It is the Church’s scriptures 
that preachers try to interpret. It is the Church’s gospel that gets proclaimed. 
And even if preachers do all the talking (which isn’t always the case since 
there are some contexts in which dialogue takes place during services), listen-
ers should always be more active than passive.

The group that joined me on those Monday evenings thought I was 
merely being polite when I thanked them for their insights. They assured me 
they gained the most from the presentation, that learning about the preacher 
process inspired them and made them look forward to the coming Lord’s 
day. While I get that and appreciate it, such conversations inspire the preach-
er as well; so much so that I will likely try it again in the spring. I hope you 
will be there, not just on that Sunday, but on the Monday evenings leading 
up to it.   

Organ Concert
Brian Mathias, former Associate 
Organist at Country Club Christian 
Church, will perform a concert on 
Sun., Oct. 28 at 2:00 p.m. at First Pres-
byterian Church in Topeka, KS. Brian 
is currently the organist for the Mor-
mon Tabernacle in Salt Lake City.
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 Adult Classes and Group Fellowship Opportunities

FAITH PUB

Sequels in Scripture
New Testament Remakes of Old Testament Stories  
Moviemakers love remakes of old classics because they rec-
ognize a story that worked once and can again, with a little 
tweaking. The writers of the New Testament did something 
similar by retelling narratives from the Old Testament, 
especially ones in Genesis. Come and see how these stories 
get retold in creative new ways. Led by Dr. Mike Graves. 
Continues Oct. 8 and 15, 7:00 p.m., Social Hall.

Understanding Your Grief Series
Ten Essential Touchstones for Finding Hope and Heal-
ing led by Rev. Mary Linda McDonnell. From the book’s 
foreword: “Think of your grief as a wilderness. To find 
your way out, the touchstones are your trail markers. They 
are the signs that let you know you are on the right path.” 
Workbook $15. Room 207. Thursdays, through Nov. 15, 
2:00-3:00 p.m. 

10:01 Connections 
For those ages mid-20s-mid-40s. Features TEDD Talk 
(Theology, Everything else, Discussion, and Doughnuts) with 
Mike Graves Lesley Holt, and Jennifer Austenfeld as the 
primary leaders. Sunday mornings at 10:01 a.m. in rooms 
206/207.

Pathways to Learning 
A Long Fight for Justice: The Story of Lamonte 
McIntyre, 
Sun., Oct. 21, 10:00-11:00 a.m., Social Hall  
In Jesus’ first sermon in the Gospel of Luke, 
a key trait of his ministry is setting prisoners 
free. More than once, attorney Cheryl Pilate 
has worked to free persons convicted of crimes 
they did not commit. We invite you to come and hear one of 
the latest inspiring stories, that of Lamonte McIntyre. Visitors 
and guests welcome. 

Faithpub
FaithPub is a gathering for men of all ages, 
led by Mike Graves with guest speakers. 
Enjoy a beverage or light meal, and con-
nect with other men looking for sacred con-
versations around stuff that matters. Meets 
Thurs., Oct. 11, 7:00 p.m. at Bier Station, 
120 E. Gregory Blvd. Guest Speaker, Darrell Cantrell from 
Micah Ministry.

Faithbistro 
For women of all ages, with guest speakers on spirituality 
and real-life issues. Connect with other women looking for 
conversations that matter. Meets at District. Pour House + 
Kitchen, Oct. 25, Nov. 29. 7:00-8:00 p.m. 

Faithbook
Women exploring spiritual matters and forming 
friendships. After a brief presentation/lesson, 
break into smaller groups for discussion and 
sharing. Come and go as your schedule permits 
on Tuesday evenings or Wednesday mornings.  
Led by a rotation of clergy. Childcare is available 
by request. Wednesday mornings 9:00-10:30 a.m., OR Tues-
day evenings 7:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m., Youth Center.

Music Series
KC Guitar Society Casual Concert Series in the Chap-
el on Sundays at 3:30 p.m. Oct. 7, Bráulio Bosi, guitar. 
Performance is free and open to the public. 
Kansas City Guitar Society Artist Series Fri., Oct. 
19, 7:30p.m. Gohar Vardanyan . General admission: $20; 
KCGS and church members: $17; Students: $15 

Metro Mission 
Micah Ministry
Serve dinner at Micah Ministry from 5:30 to 7:00 p.m., on 
Mon., Oct. 8. Meet in the chapel lot at 4:30 p.m. to carpool. 
Return to church at 7:30 p.m. Carpools of volunteers leave 
for Independence Boulevard Christian Church. For more 
information, contact Jackie Cunningham at 816-246-6202. 

Collection Connection
During the month of October, we are collecting items for our 
knitting and sewing team: serger thread, black and white.

Virginia Reed Food Drive
Our next Virginia Reed Food Drive is Oct. 21. There are 
two ways to help feed our hungry neighbors:
• Bring canned tuna/chicken; Tuna Helper/Chicken 

Helper to our donation points in the parlor and chapel 
any Sunday.

• Make a financial contribution to the church and mark 
your check or giving envelope “food drive.” You may 
place these gifts in the offering plate during worship. 
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a message from staff

In Sympathy
Our prayers and condolences are with the  
family and friends of:
Nancy Zschietzschmann

Special Gifts
Clayton Hasser, for Della Lamb
Martha Hodson

Memorials and Tributes
Memorial gifts and gifts honoring loved ones are 
placed into the Church’s Endowment Funds, 
which are used to support the church now 
and into the future. The Endowment Trustees 
disperse the funds according to the Declaration 
of Trust approved by the official Congregational 
Board.

Judy Lockwood  
Alan and Susan Garner
Cindy and Randy Irey
Robert and Marjorie Jump
 
Jay Wooldridge 
Fredric Sauze, Mission and Outreach

Our Church FamilyWe Are Filling Buckets
Lisa McCleish, Director of Early Childhood Programs

T he preschool classes are using the 
children’s book How Full is Your 
Bucket? 

as part of their 
curriculum 
this year. The 
book explains 

that every person has an imag-
inary bucket; when we say nice 
words, share toys, and help our 
friends or family we fill their 
buckets. However, when we are 
unkind, we dip water out of 
their bucket.

Each class in the preschool has discussed how we can 
fill one another’s buckets. Nick, age 4, came in one morning 
and told his teacher, “I filled my mom’s bucket today be-
cause I cleaned up all the toys.” Daphne, age 4, when asked 
how she could fill a friend’s bucket said, “I could let them 
play with a toy even though I still want to play with it.”

The summer camp program also worked hard to fill 
people’s buckets. Our 3-6 year olds, made placemats for 
a nursing home, sent cards to Rose Brooks and held a car 
wash to raise money. They raised $109 and the money pur-
chased 2 duffel bags for children in foster care and supplies 
to make blessing bags for a homeless shelter.  

2 year-olds help fill the blessing bags, during preschool. 

Get your holiday shopping done early while support-
ing our MOPS group. Vendors will be selling jewelry, 
clothing, food, children’s gifts, personal care, and much 
more. Wed., Oct. 24, 6:30-8:30 p.m., Social Hall.
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Student Ministries
High School Scavenger Hunt/Lock-in 
Join us Sat., Nov. 3, for a fun-filled night: dinner, a 
scavenger hunt around Kansas City, movies at the 
church, hot chocolate, and apple cider.

We will meet at the church at 6:00 pm to carpool 
together downtown, where we will eat dinner and go 
on a scavenger hunt. We will return to the church to 
watch movies, enjoy a hot chocolate and cider bar, 
and get some rest before worship on Sunday morning.

Cost: $5 for snacks and breakfast plus cash ($10-
15) for dinner. RSVP to April (aprilb@cccckc.org)
Questions? Ask Tyler (tylerh@cccckc.org)

Serve at Micah Ministry
The next service opportunity at Micah Ministry will
be on Mon., Oct. 8. Meet in the chapel lot at 4:30 p.m. 
to carpool. Return to church at 7:30 p.m. be fed. 

Sunday Evenings Come Alive
Youth in 6th -12th grades are invited to join each Sun-
day evening from 5:00 - 7:00 pm.
6th - 12th graders
5:00 - 5:30 p.m. Youth Choir
5:30 - 6:00 p.m. Sunday Supper ($3 suggested donation)
6:00 - 7:00 p.m. Group time (with separate activities for 
middle and for high schoolers)

2019 High School Mission Trip 
June 6-12, 2019, We will be travelling to Ecuador from 
to work with FEDICE. Information about our trip, 
who FEDICE is, and a prayer to lift up CEPAD and 
our friends in Nicaragua can be found at www.cccckc.
org/2019-hs-mission-trip.

Children and Families 
Club Kids for 3rd – 5th Graders
Join us Sunday evenings from 5:00 – 7:00 p.m. for a 
time of games, community building, service and spiri-
tual growth. Dinner provided and a $3 donation  
is suggested.  

Grace at Work, 
Families with children are encouraged to serve to-
gether at Hartman Elementary School, sign up in the 
parlor.

Trunk or Treat
Sun., Oct. 28, 5:00-7:00 p.m. 
Dress your little ghoul or goblin in his or her Hallow-
een costume to trick or treat between decorated cars. 
Food, pumpkin decorating, games and more!

MOPS 
Mothers of Preschoolers (birth – K) meets the second 
Wednesday of each month during the school year in 
Rm. 205, 9:00 – 11:00 a.m. For more information or 
to register contact April aprilb@cccckc.org. 

Advent in Advance 
Sun., Nov. 18, 11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m., Social Hall. 
Save the date for our Advent workshop for children 
birth through 5th grade. Includes light lunch and 
make-n-take session to prepare your family and home 
for the Advent season. Cost is $5/person, $20/family.

The Hobick family lit candles at the 9:01 service. 
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Y

On Sept. 30, we celebrated the many ways Carla’s leadership and partnership with the people of our congregation have served 
our community and the world. Pictured above, Pat Martin, Chair of the Congregational Board, presented Rev. Aday with a gift 
from the congregation. 

30 Years of Love, Grace, and Partnership with Carla Aday

Sunday Night Youth Groups

On Sept. 30, the youth and Club Kids took a break from normal 
programming and went on a fun outing to Sky Zone.

Youth played games, made food, and had conversations about 
what we do at church, how it compares to other parts of our 
life and how it relates to the ancient church in Acts.

Welcome New Members

Mike, Jenny and Emma Hobick; ; 
New Member Hosts: Lindsay and 
Phil Howes

Jeff Johnson;  New Member Host 
Kurt Zschietzschmann
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The Country Club Christian: Copy must reach this office by Monday 
 ten days prior to publication. Editor: Lara Schopp, laras@cccckc.org

816-333-4917 
email: office@cccckc.org  website: www.cccckc.org

Program Staff

For the full church calendar, visit our website at

CCCCKC.org

Follow us!

SAVE THE DATES
N

on
-P

ro
fit

 O
rg

an
iz

at
io

n
U.

S.
 P

os
ta

ge

PA
ID

Ka
ns

as
 C

ity
, M

O
Pe

rm
it 

N
o.

 1
49

8

CCCC Newsletter redesign_blank template.indd   8 9/27/17   2:22 PM

Rev. Carla Aday 
Senior Minister 

Dr. Mike Graves 
Scholar in Residence

Rev. Tyler Heston
Minister to Youth

Rev. Corey Meyer
Director of Mission Partnerships

Rev. Catherine Stark-Corn
Interim Minister to Children, Youth, 
and Families

Rev. Joe Walker  
Minister of Congregational Care

Jason Ashley
Director of Operations

Rachel Clement 
Director of Finance

Paul Cutelli 
Director of Technology

Anne Haraughty
Ministries Coordinator 

Barbara George
Director of Membership 
Development

Sara and Alex Goering
Associate Directors of Music  
for Children and Students

Lindsay Howes
Director of Children’s Ministries

Lisa McCleish
Director of Early Childhood  
Programs

Dr. Dina Pannabecker Evans 
Executive Director of Operations 
and Co-Director of Music 

Elizabeth Pfalzgraf
Assistant Director of Children  
and Student Ministries

Lara Schopp
Director of Communications

Dr. Paul Tucker 
Co-Director of Music

Grace at Work 
Oct. 13, 8:00 a.m.- noon. 
Grace at Work is a fun-filled half-day service 
event open to all ages and abilities. This fall 
the majority of our project sites will be with our 
Northeast Partnership agencies. 

Guest Gathering
Oct. 14, 10a.m., in the Library

MOPS Holiday Mart
Wed., Oct. 24, 6:30-8:30 p.m., Social Hall.

Trunk or Treat 
 Oct. 28, 5:00-7:00 p.m.
Food, pumpkin decorating, games and more! 
Dress your little ghoul or goblin in his or her 
Halloween costume to trick or treat between 
decorated cars. 
Individuals or groups interested in decorating a car  
should contact Lindsay Howes for more information 
at lindsayh@cccckc.org.

Thanksgiving Dinner
Thurs., Nov. 15, 6:30 p.m.

Advent in Advance
Sun., Nov. 18, 11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m., Social Hall
Advent workshop for children birth through 5th 
grade. Includes light lunch and make-n-take 
session to prepare your family and home for the 
Advent season. Cost is $5/person, $20/family.


