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Rev. Carla Aday

From the Senior Minister
Innovation and Risk

I  had heard 
about “pop up” 
restaurants and 

“pop up” retail 
shops but until last 
Sunday I had nev-
er heard a “pick 
up” choir.  One of 
our elders invited 

Dr. Paul Tucker to 
designate a Sunday where anyone who 
wanted to could sing in the choir on 
one Sunday. All you had to do was 
show up at 10:00 a.m. that day to 
rehearse the anthem for the 11:00 a.m. 
service. We didn’t know how it would 
go. Would folks show up? Would folks 
learn the parts that quickly? Would 
they sound good?  A few jitters for 
sure.  

If you were here at 11:00 a.m. on 
Sun., Dec. 9, you heard the results.  
The anthem soared. Our hearts 
followed. Sometimes you take a risk 
and it works out even better than you 
could have imagined.

A year ago today, we only had two 
and a half clergy and I was anxious 
about how 2018 would unfold at our 
church. In January we welcomed Dr. 
Mike Graves full time, Rev. Corey 
Meyer in Missions and Rev. Catherine 
Stark Corn in Children and Family 
Ministry. And in August Rev. Tyler 
Heston came on board as our first full- 
time youth minister in many years.  
Not only did each bring compassion-
ate leadership and innovative vision to 

Each year, the Christmas Offering 
benefits partners locally and interna-
tionally.  
This year, the offering will aid in em-
powering people to learn and live a life 
of self-sufficiency.

Local recipients are Grace United 
Community Ministries, Harmony Proj-
ect KC, and Literacy KC. Each of these 
agencies share a passion for empowering 
people to learn in Northeast Kansas 
City with programs focusing on read-
ing, tutoring, mentoring, and leadership 

trainings. International recipients are 
FEDICE in Ecuador and CEPAD in 
Nicaragua. These agencies work in 
local villages to empower people with 
“micro-loan” programs that help build 
credit, start businesses, learn skills, and 
build economic power.

Please consider a gift to support 
our partners. You may place your gift, 
marked Christmas Offering, in the col-
lection tray on Sundays, or visit cccckc.
org/church-life/give/ and click Give 
Now to contribute electronically.

Country Club Singers Annual 
Christmas Concert 
A presentation of Christmas favorites, 
featuring the Jubilee Ringers. Sun., 
Dec. 16, 10:00 a.m., Sanctuary. 

Kansas City Brass Holiday 
Concert 
In a long-held tradition, we welcome 
back the Kansas City Brass for a fun 
evening of sacred and secular favor-
ites, interspersed with the good-na-
tured humor of the Brass musicians. 
Wed., Dec. 19, 7:30 p.m., Sanctuary

Christmas Eve Schedule
5:30 p.m. – Children and families 
service. Children may dress as angels 
or shepherds upon arriving and join 
the Holy family during the service.

8:00 p.m. – The magic of Christmas 
comes alive in candlelight and song 
during this traditional service featuring 
the Kansas City Brass.
11:00 p.m. – The Kansas City Brass, 
communion and carols lead us to the 
lighting of the Christmas candles at 
midnight.
continued on page 2

2018 Christmas Offering
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continued from page 1

From the Senior Minister

the church but they coalesced into a 
strong and joy-filled ministry team.  

In August we launched the new 
9:01 service. A sure way to upset folks 
is to mess with their worship service.  
So again, I worried. And prayed. And 
wondered. How would folks respond 
to a soprano sax and upright bass in 
worship? Would families with children 
find it a connection point for the soul?  
Could we make it intergenerational 
and casual and still contemplative 
and spiritually meaningful? I don’t 
know quite how to explain how it all 
worked. I know the worship task force 
and staff poured heart and soul into 
making it work but it seems like it 
was actually the Spirit’s breath that 
created that now extremely vital and 
growing worship service. 

Looking back now on 2018, I 
beam with joy and gratitude. I really 
should have known. I should have 
known that woven into the fabric of 
this congregation is a spirit of inno-
vation and risk. We are not afraid to 
simply “pick up” and try something 
new with our voices, our lives, our 
gifts. We offer them to God and let the 
Spirit do the rest. 

Grace and peace to you,

continued from page 1

Consider a  
Year-End Gift
As we enter this holiday season, please 
consider making a year-end gift to the 
church. You may contact finance direc-
tor Rachel Clement to set up a credit 
card payment or arrange for a stock 
transfer. You may also consider giving 
directly through the church website: 
http://www.cccckc.org/church-life/
give/. Please note that the church offices 
will be closed on December 25 and 26, 
but will be open December 24, 27, and 
28 from 9:00 AM-5:00 p.m. Mailed gifts 
must be postmarked by Dec. 31.

Neighborhood 
Communion 
Starting in January, you are invited to 
participate in small group gatherings 
in your neighborhood.. This time is for 
fellowship and guided discussions devel-
oped by Dr. Mike Graves. Gatherings 
to be held between Jan. 13 and Mar. 6. 
Sign up today. Contact Barbara George 
at barbarag@cccckc.org for more infor-
mation.

View Our Live Stream 
Watch the 11:00 a.m. Sunday service 
live at cccckc.org, or archived services 
any time. The 8:00 p.m. Christmas Eve 
service will be live streamed.

Post-Christmas Schedule
The church offices will be closed on 
Tues., Dec. 25 and Wed., Dec. 26
On Sun., Dec. 30, one service only at 
10:30 a.m. No Sunday School; child 
care will be available. Rev. Tyler  
Heston preaching. The Pic and Bow 
will be our musical guests. 

Advent Devotions
Follow our Facebook page to read daily 
advent devotions during the month of 
December, or read them at cccckc.org/
advent2018.  

On Sun., Dec. 9 we dedicated Ameila Rose 
Symmonds, daughter of Erin and Shaun 
Symmonds, into the life of our church family. 

We celebrated membership on Sun., Dec. 9, welcoming  Carrie Hewitt  (left ) and the Swan 
family: Lehi, Kim, Chloe and Will, into our church family. 
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reflections

A team of church members, led by Kathy 
Buckley and Nancy Lear, have been 
working-year-round to set up for Della 
Lamb's annual Operation Santa Claus, a 
holiday gift drive for families in Northeast 
Kansas City.

9:01, 10:00 and 11:00 a.m

December 16 
The World Is About to Turn
Part 3: Dare to Dream
Rev. Carla Aday preaching

December 23
The World Is About to Turn
Part 4: Be Very Afraid
Dr. Mike Graves preaching

December 30 
Through the Eyes of a Mystic 
from a Faraway Land
Rev. Tyler Heston preaching

Scholar or Nerd?
Rev. Mike Graves, Scholar in Residence and Minister of Spiritual Formation

W hen I was in seminary, there were days I knew 
beyond a shadow of a doubt that what was be-
ing presented was a piece of trivia that would 

never come in handy, not in my daily life as a follower of 
Christ and not even in a Bible study. The one example 
that stands out is that during the time of the Judges in 
the Old Testament, the tribes of Israel were organized 
in a pattern some scholars refer to as an “amphictyony,” 
that is to say, a league of nations. Please try to curb your 

enthusiasm. It’s useless information, right? Well, unless you’re ever on the 
TV game show Jeopardy, and even then, I doubt it.

Over the years of my teaching at the seminary, I heard something sim-
ilar from incoming students in particular. “Why do we need to learn these 
trivial things when people are starving?” “What difference will this make 
in the life of a couple in a messy divorce?” “Why do we need to learn Greek 
when nuclear warheads could destroy the planet this afternoon?” You get 
the idea. Fred Craddock used to say that preachers should imagine two little 
words stamped on the foreheads of every worshiper on a Sunday morning, 
“So what?” His point was that preachers should have a point, and that 
churchgoers should expect to learn something of relevance for their daily 
lives.

But this is where it gets complicated, as most things do. How does one 
decide what is trivial versus vital? What’s the difference between being a 
scholar and a know-it-all nerd? How, in other words, does one determine 
what is relevant? I think about this a lot, every time I preach and every time 
I teach. There is always material that ends up on the editing floor, so to 
speak. Preachers and teachers dare not throw everything in that they know. 
Please, no. 

Recently in the Connections small group, we’ve been looking at Jesus’ 
Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5-7). As I write, this coming Sunday we 
are looking at what Jesus said about the Old Testament Law, that he didn’t 
come to abolish it, as many Christians think, but to fulfil it. Someone might 
ask, “So what if people continue to misunderstand Judaism and Jews? Does 
it make a difference in anyone’s life?” Turns out, yes, in the life of Jews today. 
One only has to recall the images out of Pittsburgh and The Tree of Life 
Synagogue shooting. I could imagine someone responding, “No one in our 
church would shoot up a synagogue for interpreting the Bible wrongly.” And 
that’s true. But a bad teaching in the hands of unstable persons could result 
in violence.

The biblical scholar James Sanders once wrote that he was grateful for 
the people in his life that taught him the Easter tomb was empty, but also for 
those who taught him that his head need not be. Amen and amen.  
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 Adult Classes and Group Fellowship Opportunities
Faith and Grief Lunch 
Tues., Jan. 9, Noon-1:00 p.m. We begin with prayer, then 
a guest speaker shares her/his experience of loss, grief, and 
healing, followed by lunch and sharing and remembering in 
informal table conversations. Hosted at Village Presbyterian 
Church, 6641 Mission Road, and co-sponsored by Country 
Club Christian Church. More information at www.facebook.
com/FaithandGriefKC. 

Pathways to Learning
“Race, Equity and the Christian Response” 
This series will examine race and equity in 
our lives, our city and our Christianity.  
Sun., Feb. 10 – Guest speaker Pakou Her, 
Tseng Development, will lead a conversation 
on what faith communities can do to create 
positive changes to empower people on both 
sides of the racial divide to see possibilities to grow together.  
Sun., Feb. 17 – A conversation about social justice.  How do 
we approach social justice as a helper not an enabler? How 
do we learn to listen to the needs of our partners? 

“The Scandalous Act of Interpreting the Bible”
 Monday  Evening Class with  with Dr. Mike Graves 
Bible scholars often note that passages in the Bible don’t 
“say” anything; they have to be interpreted. In the past, 
naïve approaches to reading led to burning witches and 
condoning slavery, what we might call textual harassment. In 
this interactive course, we’ll examine the scandal of what it 
means to interpret the Bible. Meets Mon., Jan. 28 and Feb. 4 
at 7:00 p.m. in the Social Hall. 

Give a Ride to Church
This holiday season give an elderly member a gift they will 
really appreciate – a ride to church to see it decorated for 
Christmas. You can offer a ride through our free, easy-to-use 
web-based list that matches up drivers with riders. No long-
term commitment required. For more information text Joe 
Walker at 816-853-5875.

Circles of Care
You can help nurture friendships across the generations in 
our church. Through personal visits and phone calls Circles 
of Care members help our elderly and shut-in members stay 
connected with our ministries. One hour per month commit-
ment. Everyone welcome. For information text Joe Walker 
816-853-5875. 

Cookie Ministry 
Our cupboards are bare! Please help up restock treats for 
Sunday fellowship. Pick up a bag on Sunday and return filled 
bags to baskets in the Parlor. Cookies are needed every week 
and will be frozen for coming weeks. 

10:01 Connections  
For those ages mid-20s-mid-40s. Features TEDD Talk  
(Theology, Everything else, Discussion, and Doughnuts)  
with Mike Graves Lesley Holt, and Jennifer Austenfeld as the 
primary leaders. Sunday mornings at 10:01 a.m. in rooms 
206/207. 

Music Series
Kansas City  Guitar Society Casual Concerts in the Chapel 
on Sundays at 3:30 p.m. Free and open to the public. 
Dec. 16 – Michael McClintock and members with ‘Broken 
String’

Metro Mission 
Puerto Rico Mission Trip
We have a spots open for the Puerto Rico Mission Trip 
scheduled March. 17-24. This trip is in partnership with the 
Iglesia Cristiana (Disciples de Cristo) en Puerto Rico to work 
with our neighbors in Puerto Rico on Hurricane Irma and 
Hurricane Maria disaster recovery. Cost of the trip includes 
travel, lodging, and meal costs. All skills sets, talents, and 
gifts are accepted to join especially construction, clean-up 
and Spanish speaking skills. A $200 deposit is due as soon as 
possible. For more information visit www.cccckc.org/puer-
to-rico-mission-trip or contact Corey Meyer at  
coreym@cccckc.org

Stockings for Micah Ministry 
Make Christmas brighter for our friends at Micah Ministry! 
Fill socks with items that can be used by men or women such 
as small sized toiletries, lip balm, and washcloth. Socks avail-
able in the parlor for $1/pair or $10 for a pack of 12. Return 
by Sun., Dec. 16. 

Micah Ministry
Serve dinner at Micah Ministry from 5:30 to 7:00 p.m., on 
Mon., Jan. 14. Meet in the chapel lot at 4:30 p.m. to carpool. 
Return to church at 7:30 p.m. Carpool to Independence 
Boulevard Christian Church. For more information, contact 
Jackie Cunningham at 816-246-6202. 
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a message from staff

Memorials and Tributes
Memorial gifts and gifts honoring loved ones are 
placed into the Church’s Endowment Funds, 
which are used to support the church now and 
into the future. The Endowment Trustees disperse 
the funds according to the Declaration of Trust 
approved by the official Congregational Board.
 
MaryAnn Liveley, mother of Judy Schaefer
Maureen McGinty
Judy Lockwood
Chuck and Marilyn Dreas
Jim Love
Chuck and Marilyn Dreas
Nancy Zschietzschmann
Chuck and Marilyn Dreas

Our Church FamilyYour Gifts Matter
Rachel Clement, Director of Finance

I am blessed to receive your annual 
giving pledges but also to see your 
gifts at work. Each time I write a 

check to pay a bill I am reminded that 
your contributions make so many things 
possible. The generosity of your gifts 
should be celebrated.  

This year was the year of safety 
upgrades! First, was an upgrade to the exterior lighting.  
When I stepped out of an evening meeting this fall after 
daylight savings I couldn’t believe the difference! The park-
ing lot was so well lit it gave me a greater sense of safety.  
There were interior lighting upgrades to the sanctuary and 
chapel. We also installed many cameras throughout the 
interior and exterior of the building.

Next up on the safety front were repairs and upgrades 
to some of our electrical systems. One upgrade you may 
notice was to our exterior electrical outlets. You will see 
the luminairies from the Christmas Festival were left out 
and now they will come on every evening with our exterior 
lights. How beautiful that will be for our friends driving 
down Ward Parkway! This upgrade will also help out 
during our outdoor worship in the summer.

We love to receive your yearend gifts. Over the last 
year and a half we received donations to remodel the youth 
center. It is now a beautiful and inviting space! This year 
we received a generous donation to replace the carpet in the 
chapel. I was just over there and wow! Between the carpet 
and the lighting upgrades this space was transformed. 

There are so many ways to make a gift to the church. 
You can give through our online giving with your credit 
card or automatic deduction from your checking account. 
I have already received many calls from members donat-
ing stock to the church. And of course we always accept 
checks and cash! Please remember now is a great time to 
bring your annual pledge up-to-date. All gifts to be credited 
for the 2018 tax year must be in the church office by noon 
Mon., Dec. 31 or if mailing, postmarked by Dec. 31st.

I know you have many options when you consider your 
year-end giving but I hope that you remember that gifts 
to Country Club Christian Church touch lives in so many 
ways, both inside our congregation and in the world at 
large.

Thank you for your thoughtful and generous support of 
Country Club Christian Church and its ministries at this 
time of year and all year long.   

Christmas Shopping at The Well
The Well has something for ev-
eryone on your list. Show your 
appreciation to the host and 
hostess on your party circuit. 
Take a decorative dish, holiday 
kitchen towel or cheese serving 
set instead of the usual bottle of 
wine. Pick up Advent calendars and Christmas books 
for children. Purchases at The Well benefit Week of 
Compassion, which provides emergency disaster relief 
to peoples around the world.

Don’t forget that if you shop at Amazon.com, you 
can also support The Well and Week of Compassion 
through AmazonSmile. For information about how to 
set up your account to benefit The Well, visit cccckc.
org/serve/the-well/.

Trunk Show on Dec. 16
Visit The Well on Sun., Dec. 16 for a Trunk Show  
featuring holiday and home entertaining items from 
Jenny Steffens Hobicks’ shop, Everyday Occasions.
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The McElduffs (top) and Ryan Holmes, Glenn Mills and 
Harper Holmes  (bottom) were among several families who 
lit the Advent Wreath throughout Advent.

Youth Ministries
Youth Christmas Party
Join us for a night of caroling and ice skating on Sat., 
Dec. 16 from 4:15 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. We will meet 
at the church at 4:15, go caroling at a couple of our 
homebound church members’ houses, and skate at the 
Crown Center from 5:15 to 7:00 p.m. Bring $10 for 
skating money for dinner. RSVP to April at aprilb@
cccckc.org. 

CYF Midwinter Retreat
Fri., Jan. 4- Sun., Jan 6 at Tall Oaks,. Registration 
is now open for the regional High School Midwinter 
retreat. Visit cccckc.org/cyf-midwinter to register.

Sunday School
Join us every Sunday morning from 9:55 to 10:55 a.m. 
for middle school and high school Sunday School. 
Meet in Room 205 for announcements and snacks 
before breaking up into separate classes.

Sunday Nights
Youth are invited to Sunday night programming for a 
chance to gather with friends old and new for fun and 
games, community building, and spiritual growth. 
5:00 to 5:30 p.m.: Youth Choir in Rm. 100 
5:30 to 6:00 p.m: Sunday Supper in the Social Hall 
(suggested donation of $3)
6:00 to 7:00 p.m: Youth Groups Activities in Rm. 205

Pastors’ Class
The Pastors’ Class is an annual series for 6th graders 
(or older youth) who are interested in learning more 
about what it means to be Christian and our church 
community. This year’s class will meet on Wednesday 
nights from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. from Feb. 13 to Apr. 10. 
At the end of the class, participants will have the op-
portunity to be baptized and join the church on Palm 
Sunday, Apr. 14. Contact Tyler (tylerh@cccckc.org) for 
more information or to sign up.

Summer Mission Trips
High School: Ecuador - June 6-12 - High schoolers 
will partner with FEDICE for service-learning projects 
near Otavalo, Ecuador. 
Middle School: Des Moines - June 23-26 - Middle 
schoolers will travel to Des Moines, Iowa, to partner 
with different nonprofits fighting hunger and poverty 
for service-learning projects .
For more information about either trip or to register, 
contact Tyler (tylerh@cccckc.org). 

Children and Families 
Club Kids Family Caroling
3rd - 5th graders and their families are invited to join 
us on Sat., Dec. 16 as we carol at our homebound 
members’ residences. After caroling, we will return to 
church for a chili dinner for families and siblings while 
Club Kids have special holiday celebration. 
4:15 p.m. – Gather at church
4:30 - 5:45 p.m. – Carol as a group 
5:45 - 7:00 p.m. – Chili dinner and activities at church 
Club Kids will take a holiday break Dec. 23 - Jan. 6.

Footsteps in Faith:  The Story of Christmas
1st - 5th graders will explore various parts of the birth 
of Jesus in the December workshop series for Sunday 
School.  From viewing ways authors and illustrators 
tell the story to creating their own nativity scene to 
assembling a holiday treat, children will spend time 
preparing to celebrate the mystery of the birth of Jesus. 

MOPS 
Mothers of Preschoolers (birth – K) meets the second 
Wednesday of each month during the school year in 
Rm. 205, 9:00 – 11:00 a.m. For more information or 
to register contact April aprilb@cccckc.org. 
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More than 300 people enjoyed Christmas carols by 
candlelight at the Christmas Festival on Sun., Dec. 9, 
followed by a warm and joyful evening with Santa, 
family photos, and preparing socks for Micah Ministry. 
Thank you to all those who helped make this evening a 
success. Special thanks to our kitchen crew: Top: (left 
to right) Chuck Dreas, Lance Jessee, Anne Hoffman, 
Stuart Hoffman, Randy Irey, Greg Lear, Marilyn Dreas 
Bottom: Nancy Lear, Stuart Hoffman
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The Country Club Christian: Copy must reach this office by Monday 
 ten days prior to publication. Editor: Lara Schopp, laras@cccckc.org

816-333-4917 
email: office@cccckc.org  website: www.cccckc.org

Program Staff

For the full church calendar, visit our website at

CCCCKC.org
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Rev. Carla Aday 
Senior Minister 

Dr. Mike Graves 
Scholar in Residence

Rev. Tyler Heston
Minister to Youth

Rev. Corey Meyer
Director of Mission Partnerships

Rev. Catherine Stark-Corn
Interim Minister to Children, Youth, 
and Families

Rev. Joe Walker  
Minister of Congregational Care

Jason Ashley
Director of Operations

Rachel Clement 
Director of Finance

Paul Cutelli 
Director of Technology

Anne Haraughty
Ministries Coordinator 

Barbara George
Director of Membership 
Development

Sara and Alex Goering
Associate Directors of Music  
for Children and Students

Lindsay Howes
Director of Children’s Ministries

Lisa McCleish
Director of Early Childhood  
Programs

Dr. Dina Pannabecker Evans 
Executive Director of Operations 
and Co-Director of Music 

Elizabeth Pfalzgraf
Assistant Director of Children  
and Student Ministries

Lara Schopp
Director of Communications

Dr. Paul Tucker 
Co-Director of Music

Kansas City Brass Holiday Concert
Wed., Dec. 19, 7:30 p.m., Sanctuary

Christmas Eve 
5:30 p.m. – Children and families service.
8:00 p.m. – The magic of Christmas comes alive 
in candlelight and song during this traditional 
service featuring the Kansas City Brass.
11:00 p.m. – The Kansas City Brass, communion 
and carols lead us to the lighting of the Christ-
mas candles at midnight.

Post-Christmas Schedule
The church offices will be closed on Tues., Dec. 
25 and Wed., Dec. 26.
On Sun., Dec. 30, one service only at 10:30 a.m. 
No Sunday School; child care will be available. 
The church offices will be closed on Tues., Jan. 1. 

Celebration Dinner and Auction 
Fri., Mar. 8, 7:00 p.m., Boulevard Brewery


