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From the Senior Minister
We Come Together

Two-year-
old George 
bounded 

down the center 
aisle with his 
big brothers and 
plopped down on 
the red carpeted 
steps in front of 

the communion 
table. Two seconds into the children’s 
sermon George stood, climbed up 
and cozied himself right into Rev. Joe 
Walker’s lap. Though we were only 
eight minutes into the 9:01 worship 
service, with offering, communion 
and sermon still to go, for me the 
worship was already complete. This 
was exactly what we had all prayed 
would happen when we launched the 
new 9:01 worship service. We wanted 
children and families to feel complete-
ly welcomed, fully embraced, in God’s 
sacred space. 

But children are not the only ones 
longing for love to be revealed in more 
than words. Recently I read that, 
“The General Social Survey found 
that the number of Americans with no 
close friends has tripled since 1985.”  
“Zero” is the most common number of 
confidants, reported by almost a quar-
ter of those surveyed.  Likewise, the 
average number of people Americans 
feel they can talk to about ‘important 
matters’ has fallen from three to two 
(Caroline Beaton, “Why Millennials are 
Lonely” Forbes, Feb 9, 2017).

Without Shari, Gary, Dana, Julie, 

Pathways to Learning 
“Race, Equity and the Christian Response” 
The next Pathways to Learning series will examine race and equity in our lives, our 
city and our Christianity. This series of elective offerings focuses upon timely topics 
on the Bible, spirituality, current events, family life and technology. 10:00 a.m.- 
11:00 a.m. in the Social Hall.
Sun., Feb. 10 – Guest speaker PaKou Her, Tseng Development Group, will lead 
a conversation on what faith communities can do to create positive changes to em-
power people on both sides of the racial divide to see possibilities to grow together. 
Sun., Feb. 17 – Guest Speaker Nick Pickrell from the Open Table, a community 
organization based on grass roots hospitality, will lead a conversation on breaking 
barriers to understanding.

New Sermon Series Begins This Week 
Jesus says and does some surprising things! "Happy are those who weep, love your 
enemies.” He startles his own followers by accusing them of being hypocrites and 
he praises the faith of a man who stood outside of their religious circle. Just when 
we think we have life figured out, Jesus seems to turn life upside down. This series 
based on Jesus’ sermon on the plain in Luke 6 will guide us to see how that same 
revolutionary love might turn our lives upside down today.  
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From the Senior Minister

and other friends I met at church 
during my own trying teenage years, 
I cannot imagine how I would have 
made it through or who I would have 
become. Those friends at church 
provided a safe haven when the pres-
sures were too much. And when life 
seemed easy, they shoved me to move 
out beyond myself and extend God’s 
compassion to people who suffered. 

In an increasingly polarized 
world, church is one of the few re-
maining places where we come togeth-
er, not because we agree on politics 
or social issues but because we trust 
that some grander force binds us to 
one another. In this safe zone called 
church, we can provide each other the 
comfort of God’s tenderness but also 
the challenge of God’s vision. 

Grace and peace,

Christmas Offering 
Raises Over $36,000
The 2018 Christmas offering raised 
$36,785.07 to support programs em-
powering people to learn and live a life 
of self-sufficiency. Local recipients of 
this offering were Grace United Com-
munity Ministries, Harmony Project 
KC, and Literacy KC. International 
recipients were FEDICE in Ecuador 
and CEPAD in Nicaragua. Thank you 
for your generous gifts to this and other 
ministries of the church.

Preparing for our 
100th Anniversary 
Centennial Conversations
As Country Club Christian Church 
makes plans to celebrate its centennial 
during 2020-2021, you’re invited to a 
Centennial Conversation to talk and 
dream about the church’s next 100 
years. Join Mary McClure and David 
Forsee in the library on Sun., Feb. 17, at 
either 10:00 or 11:00 a.m. to be a part 
of this discussion.

Steering Team
A steering team led by Peter and Lesley 
Holt and honorary chairs Tom Van 
Dyke and Kay Barnes has already 
begun meeting to plan this momentous 
occasion. They are joined by: Linna 
Place – History; Leeann Blundell – 
Events; Dan Jensen – Building; David 
Forsee, Mary McClure and Amy Guth-
rey – Gifts.

Save the date for the 2019 Celebration 
Dinner and Auction on Fri., Mar. 8 
from 6:30-10:00 p.m. at Boulevard 
Brewery, 2501 Southwest Boulevard. 
Tickets and benefactor packages are 
available now at cccckc.org/2019-
dinner-auction. Do you have an item 
you’d like to donate? We are looking 
for lots of fun and unique items, such 
as vacation homes, tickets to sporting 
events or concerts, gift certificates, 
jewelry, artwork and more! Use the form 
on the web page to submit your item. 

This year’s Fund-A-Need project 
is Youth Missions, including the sum-
mer 2019 high school trip to Ecuador. 
Our high school team and adult spon-
sors will be working with FEDICE, an 
organization whose mission is to em-
power indigenous and marginalized 
communities in the Ecuadorian Andes 
to break the cyclical chains of poverty, 
discrimination, and injustice. Funds 
will also support the Middle School 
mission trip and our partnership with 
CEPAD in Nicaragua. 

Souper Bowl of  
Caring 
Sun., Feb. 3, our youth will be raising 
money for the Virginia Reed Food 
Drive as part of the Souper Bowl of 
Caring, a national effort that empowers 
youth and unites communities around 
the time of the big game to help those 
in need. Come to worship prepared to 
drop your change or a few dollars into 
the collection buckets.
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reflections

9:01, 10:00 and 11:00 a.m

February 3
Upside Down  
Part 1: God’s Economy
Luke 6:17-26
Rev. Carla Aday Preaching

February 10
Upside Down, Part 2
Luke 6:27-36
Dr. Mike Graves Preaching

February 17
Upside Down, Part 3
Rev. Carla Aday Preaching

My Comfort With Silence 
Corey Meyer, Director of Mission Partnerships

They told my mother I wasn’t ready for kinder-
garten. In Blue Springs they would do an in-
terview-like meeting to assess whether children 

had learned some basic skills and were ready to be in 
the classroom. My “growing edge” (as we would say it 
today): social skills. My mother says the meeting went 
great, except, I spent the entire time hiding behind her. 
Occasionally I would peek around with one eye at the 
stranger across the desk and then retreat as soon as they 
acknowledged me. After some pleading my mom negoti-

ated my way into kindergarten saying that I just needed some time to adjust 
and would be fine. 

If only they knew now that I make a living by speaking in public…
I grew up with what I self-diagnosed as some kind of social anxiety. If  

a teacher asked a question, my eyes would immediately dart away and 
I prayed to become invisible (yes, even in seminary where I thought my 
prayers would work better). My grandparents’ friends of 20 plus years, whom 
I saw every Sunday, would greet me and I would hide and say “I don’t speak 
to strangers.” 

Today it's comical to think about who I was growing up and the person 
I am today when it comes to speaking, being vulnerable, and breaking out 
of my comfort zones. If only they knew now that I would make a living by 
talking to strangers…

I had a certain comfort with silence. I was scared to speak out not 
because I had nothing to say (my brain constantly has thoughts and ideas) 
but because I was afraid that it would be silly, stupid, ridiculed, or wrong. 
At some point in my life that began to change. Maybe it was leadership in 
college, maybe it was being called to ministry, or maybe it was believing  
that the world needed more people to speak up and speak out. The thing 
I have come to be aware of over the years is that God gave us all voices – 
unique, soft, loud, smart, silly, and wonderful – to tell our stories, to share 
our ideas, and to connect with others. I’m still working on my comfort with 
silence (and embracing the good in silence as listening around us) because 
as we live we all have something to say. And, well, when all of our voices are 
being used together, as God intended us to, I think that is something we can 
call Church.  

Guest Gathering
Whether you’re a new visitor, or 
you’ve been attending for a while, we 
invite you to join us for pastry and cof-
fee on Sun., Feb. 17 at 10:00 a.m. in 
the Bride’s Room. This is an opportu-
nity to learn more about us in a casual 
setting. A member of our clergy will 
guide you through our values, tradi-
tions, and beliefs and you’ll discover 
ways to connect with our service op-
portunities, classes, small groups, and 
of course, our members. We would 
love to become your church family. 
RSVP to Barbara George, 816- 381-
9251 or barbarag@cccckc.org.
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 Adult Classes and Group Fellowship Opportunities

Monday Evening Classes with Dr. Graves
Dr. Mike Graves leads a winter/spring series of Monday 
evening classes. All are at 7:00 p.m. in the Social Hall.
From Pew to Pulpit
Feb. 18, 25. Sermons mostly go in one direction, from 
pulpit to pew. Preachers talk and the people listen. But 
preaching can go in both directions, and once did in the 
early church. Together, we will think about how preachers 
prepare sermons and work on one that Dr. Graves will 
preach on Sunday morning, Mar. 3.

Walking with Jesus in Lent 
Mar. 11, 18, 25, Apr. 1, 8. Christians often give things 
up for Lent, like chocolate or television. Others consider 
adding practices, things like daily scripture reading or med-
itation. While the Sermon on the Mount is not explicitly 
about Lent, it is often considered the very heart of Jesus’ 
teachings. In this five-week series, we will walk through the 
Sermon on the Mount, to see what Jesus’ teaching might 
say about the Lenten journey and spiritual practices. 

Faithbook
Women exploring scripture and forming friend-
ships. Come and go as your schedule permits on 
either Tuesday from 7:00-8:00 p.m. or Wednes-
day from 9:00-10:00 a.m. in the Youth Center.  
No classes weeks of spring break (Mar. 12/13), or 
Holy Week (Apr. 16/17), and ends week of Apr. 
30/May 1.

Faith and Grief Lunch 
Tues., Feb. 7, Noon-1:00 p.m. Guest speaker Marcia Tam-
meus shares her experiences of traveling home to Vermont 
over the past sixteen years to be with three different family 
members battling cancer. Table conversation will open up to 
grief of all kinds. Complimentary lunch is provided. Hosted 
at Village Presbyterian Church, 6641 Mission Road, and 
co-sponsored by Country Club Christian Church. More 
information at www.facebook.com/FaithandGriefKC.

Faithpub 
Hosted by Dr. Graves, this men’s group 
meets monthly for beer and conversation, 
with a guest speaker each session. Meets at 
Bier Station, 7:00 p.m. Come early for dinner. 
Wed., Feb. 20 – Rev. Darryl Burton, an associate pastor at 
Church of the Resurrection who was falsely imprisoned for 
more than 20 years and now advocates for social justice.  
Thurs., Mar. 21 – Judge Stephen Bough, a member of Coun-
try Club Christian Church who is a federal judge and will 
discuss restorative justice and the federal reentry program.

Faithbistro 
For women of all ages, with guest speakers on spirituality 
and real-life issues. Connect with other women looking for 
conversations that matter. 7:00-8:00 p.m., Red Door Grill. 
Come early for dinner. 
Feb. 28 – Kay Barnes, former mayor of Kansas City and 
member of Country Club Christian Church
Mar. 28 – Rev. Shanna Steitz, Senior Minister at Communi-
ty Christian Church on the Plaza

Music Series 
Kansas City Guitar Society Casual Concerts in the 
Chapel on Sundays at 3:30 p.m. Free and open to the public. 
Feb. 10 – Ryan Head
Kansas City Guitar Society Artist Series Fri., Mar.
1, 7:30 p.m. Rupert Boyd. General admission: $20;
KCGS and church members: $17; Students: $15

Enneagram Class
Dr. George Gordon, Minister of Congregational Care 
Emeritus, will offer an Enneagram class Thursdays, Mar. 
14-Apr. 11 from 9:30-11:30 a.m. in the Youth Center. The 
Enneagram is a study of personality types and potential. This 
class is co-sponsored by the Shepherd’s Center and is open to 
church members. 

Metro Mission 
Micah Ministry
Serve dinner at Micah Ministry from 5:30 to 7:00 p.m., on 
Mon., Feb. 11. Meet in the chapel lot at 4:30 p.m. to carpool 
to Independence Boulevard Christian Church. Return to 
church at 7:30 p.m. Questions? Contact Jackie Cunningham 
at 816-246-6202. 

Save the Date for Grace at Work
The spring Grace at Work service day is Sat., Mar. 30. Join 
us as we take on spring cleaning projects on our church  
campus, plus a couple of projects with our partner agencies.

Puerto Rico Mission Trip
We have a spots open for the Puerto Rico Mission Trip 
scheduled for March. 17-24. This trip is in partnership with 
the Iglesia Cristiana (Disciples de Cristo) en Puerto Rico to 
work with our neighbors in Puerto Rico on Hurricane Irma 
and Hurricane Maria disaster recovery. For more informa-
tion visit www.cccckc.org/puerto-rico-mission-trip or contact 
Corey Meyer at coreym@cccckc.org
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a message from staff
Our Church Family

In Sympathy
Our prayers and condolences are with the family and 
friends of:
Tom Gilcrest
Bud Tolman 

Memorials and Tributes
Memorial gifts and gifts honoring loved ones are 
placed into the Church’s Endowment Funds, which 
are used to support the church now and into the 
future. The Endowment Trustees disperse the funds 
according to the Declaration of Trust approved by 
the official Congregational Board.
 
Jim Love
Perry and Jeanne Cockayne, for Congregational Care
Greg and Nancy Lear
Dottie Moore
Jane and Ed Corley
Lou Ann Snyder 
Emma Jean Clark
Lisa Cook
Larry and Ruth Hanusch
Greg and Nancy Lear    

In the Spirit of Friendship
Barbara George, Director of Membership Development

Twenty-some years ago, I visited a 
beautiful church on Ward Park-
way that looked almost like my 

home church north of Chicago, albeit a 
tad larger. I was looking only for peace 
and some quiet. I didn’t know a soul in 
the church. So for months after the ser-
vice each week, I hustled out the south 
door, even before a minister could get 

there to shake hands. Do you remember when you were first 
a guest here? Sound familiar?

In time, I began to leave through the west doors from 
the rotunda. I said hello to the minister and then noticed 
the parlor as I was leaving. People were talking, laughing, 
saying hello to one another and, of course, having a cook-
ie. I was also certain I saw a big glass wall separating the 
rotunda from the parlor...they all knew each other and I 
was out.

In the spirit of friendship at Country Club Christian 
Church, we want to make sure that wall doesn’t exist for 
other visitors.

Moving forward, after the 9:01 and 11:00 services, 
you’ll see greeters stationed in the rotunda and at the bot-
tom of the balcony stairs on the south. Their purpose is to 
thank each guest for being with us, ask his/her name, and 
invite them to join us again. When possible, the guest is 
introduced to at least one other person...or invited into the 
parlor for a cup of coffee! The best part is we can all  
do this! You don’t need to be wearing a greeter badge to  
do the same!

Our welcome then extends to an invitation for coffee 
simply to get to know each person better; to understand 
how we might better serve and connect that person into the 
life of the church and new friendships. Based on interest, 
opportunities exist in service to others in the community 
and abroad, Sunday school groups, adult education, choir, 
Bible study, small groups in homes, women’s groups, men’s 
groups and of course, children and youth programs K-12. 
People coming together.

In the spirit of friendship, all are welcome here; each 
has a home at Country Club Christian Church. 

Pilgrimage to the Holy Land  
in May
If you are interested in the Pilgrimage to the Holy 
Land trip being led by Rev. Carla Aday, Dr. Mike 
Graves and Dr. David May from May 20-29, contact 
Dr. Graves today at mikeg@cccckc.org or 816-381-
9255 for more information. This trip starts in Galilee, 
coming down the Jordan valley, and culminating with 
some of the most cherished sites in and around Jeru-
salem. Cost is $3,400 per person, double occupancy, 
and it includes round trip airfare, ground transporta-
tion, hotels, and two meals per day, as well as entrance 
into all the sites and gratuities. Currently, there is no 
waiting list and the chances are good that some spots 
will open up.
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Youth Ministries
Pastors’ Class 
The Pastors’ Class is an annual series for 6th graders 
(or older youth) who are interested in learning more 
about what it means to be Christian and our church 
community. This year’s class will meet on Wednesday 
nights from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m. from Feb. 13 to Apr. 
10. At the end of the class, participants will have the 
opportunity to be baptized and join the church on 
Palm Sunday, Apr. 14. Contact Tyler (tylerh@cccckc.
org) for more information or to sign up. 

Lock-In
High school youth are invited to a lock-in on Sat., 
Feb., 16, at 6:30 p.m. We will eat and play pickleball 
at Chicken N Pickle and spend the night at the church 
before worshipping together on Sunday morning. Cost 
is $25 (financial assistance available); RSVP to April 
Booth at aprilb@cccckc.org.

Chi Rho Midwinter Retreat at Tall Oaks  
The Midwinter retreat, Feb. 22-23, will be a great time 
for middle school youth (grades 6-8) to gather with oth-
ers from Disciples of Christ churches across the Kansas 
City area for games, outdoor activities, and worship. 
The cost is $75 before Feb. 12/$80 after. Registration 
and more information is available at this link. With 
questions, contact Rev. Kristin Dow at kristin@new-
songkc.org, or Tyler at tylerh@cccckc.org, who will be 
attending as a chaperone. 

Summer Mission Trips
High School: Ecuador - June 6-12 - High schoolers 
will partner with FEDICE for service-learning projects 
near Otavalo, Ecuador. 
Middle School: Des Moines - June 23-26 - Middle 
schoolers will travel to Des Moines, Iowa, to partner 
with different nonprofits fighting hunger and poverty 
for service-learning projects .
For more information about either trip or to register, 
contact Tyler (tylerh@cccckc.org). 

Children and Families 
Parents’ Night Out 
Youth will provide a Parents’ Night Out for children 
3rd grade and under on Fri., Feb. 8 from 6:00-8:30 
p.m. at church. Snacks provided; please serve your 
child dinner at home. Children 2 and under will be 
with childcare staff; 3 and older will be with youth and 
adult leaders. Cost is $10 per child with a $30 max per 
family. Proceeds support youth group missions. RSVP 
to April at aprilb@cccckc.org.

Children’s Musical
Join the Children’s Choir on Mar. 
3 at 10:00 a.m. for a special musi-
cal performance of Big Shot! 

We can do anything through 
God who gives us strength! When 
a hapless band of garden insects 
face extermination by Goliath, a 
humongous bug sprayer, it takes 
the faith and courage of a little spider to listen to 
God and implement an ingenious plan!

Children kindergarten through 5th grade are 
invited to participate in the performance. Books and 
Practice CDs will be provided. Rehearsals are on 
Sunday mornings at 9:45 a.m., on the second floor. 

Club Kids (grades 3-5) 
Feb. 3 – Service project at Harvesters, 1:00 p.m.
Feb. 10, 17 – Regular session at church, 5:00 p.m.
Feb. 24  – Tubing at Snow Creek in Weston. Lunch 
after Sunday School, 11:00 a.m., Youth Room. Depart 
by 11:30 a.m. Tubing session from 1:00 - 3:00 p.m.
Return to church by 4:15 p.m. RSVP to April aprilb@
cccckc.org.
March 9-10  – Omaha Zoo Overnight
(See weekly email newsletter for more information)

MOPS 
Mothers of Preschoolers (birth – K) meets the second 
Wednesday of each month during the school year in 
Rm. 205, 9:00 – 11:00 a.m. For more information or 
to register contact April aprilb@cccckc.org. 

MOPS Playdate 
Wed., Feb. 6, 9:30-11:00 a.m., Social Hall. 

Want to volunteer with Youth Ministries?  
Contact Tyler Heston, Minister to Youth, at 
tylerh@cccckc.org. 

Sunday School for 6th-12th Graders  
meets every Sunday at 10:00 a.m. in Room 205.
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Zappia's Daughter Visits The Last Supper Sculpture

Main Event Outing
Youth and Club Kids celebrated 
a new semester with an outing 
to Main Event. About 35 people 
hung out on a 20-foot gravity ropes 
course, enjoyed laser tag, played 
games, and ate pizza. It was a great 
night! 

Last week we were delighted with a visit from Rosemarie Huber and her friends. Rosemarie is the daughter of artist Dominic 
Zappia, who created The Last Supper sculpture, which is on permanent display at Country Club Christian Church. 
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The Country Club Christian: Copy must reach this office by Monday 
 ten days prior to publication. Editor: Lara Schopp, laras@cccckc.org

816-333-4917 
email: office@cccckc.org  website: www.cccckc.org

Program Staff

For the full church calendar, visit our website at

CCCCKC.org

Follow us!
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Rev. Carla Aday 
Senior Minister 

Dr. Mike Graves 
Scholar in Residence

Rev. Tyler Heston
Minister to Youth

Rev. Corey Meyer
Director of Mission Partnerships

Rev. Catherine Stark-Corn
Minister to Children and Families

Rev. Joe Walker  
Minister of Congregational Care

Jason Ashley
Director of Operations

Rachel Clement 
Director of Finance

Paul Cutelli 
Director of Technology

Anne Haraughty
Ministries Coordinator 

Barbara George
Director of Membership 
Development

Sara and Alex Goering
Associate Directors of Music  
for Children and Students

Lindsay Howes
Director of Children’s Ministries

Lisa McCleish
Director of Early Childhood  
Programs

Dr. Dina Pannabecker Evans 
Executive Director of Operations 
and Co-Director of Music 

Lara Schopp
Director of Communications

Dr. Paul Tucker 
Co-Director of Music

Souper Bowl of Caring 
Sun., Feb. 3

Parents’ Night Out 
Fri., Feb. 8 from 6:00-8:30 p.m. at church.

Ash Wednesday
Mar., 6, 6:00 p.m.

Celebration Dinner and Auction 
Fri., Mar. 8, 6:30 p.m., Boulevard Brewery

Grace at Work
Sat., Mar. 30. Join us for a fun-filled half-day 
service event open to all ages and abilities. 

Easter
Sun., Apr. 21, 8:00, 9:30 and 11:00 a.m.

Pilgrimage to the Holy Land 
May 20-29. Led by Rev. Carla Aday, Dr. Mike 
Graves and Dr. David May. Contact Dr. Graves at 
mikeg@cccckc.org or 816-381-9255 for more 
information. 


