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From the Senior Minister
Dreams of the Next 100

A hundred 
years ago, 
some folks 

decided to build 
a church. Several 
lots were consid-
ered and finally 
61st and Ward was 
chosen. The cost 

of the first building 
was estimated at $50,000. But when 
the bids came back, it was actually 
going to cost $60,000. They met to 
decide what to do. One option was to 
cancel the project. How were they go-
ing to come up with an extra $10,000 
in those post-WWI years when young 
families moving into this new subdi-
vision had so many other claims on 
their pocket books? Luckily for us, a 
large dream compelled them to move 
forward.

This coming fall and moving into 
next spring we will celebrate the 100th 
Anniversary of Country Club Chris-
tian Church. For almost two years, 
a team of people have been meeting 
to plan for this momentous occasion. 
Lesley and Peter Holt are serving 
as our Centennial Chairs with Kay 
Barnes and Tom Van Dyke serving 
as honorary chairs. In October 2020 
we will have a special Homecoming 
Sunday focused on looking back at our 
first 100 years. Then in in April 2021 
we will launch the “Next 100” years 
of ministry in this place. And in both 

New Neighborhood Communion Small Groups 
Starting Soon
Sign up is open now for new winter/
spring Neighborhood Communion 
Small Groups, which will meet be-
tween February and April.

Neighborhood Communion 
Small Groups are a fellowship 
concept designed around the idea of communion and community—gathering 
with others in a casual setting to share fellowship, food and guided discus-
sions developed by Dr. Mike Graves. These gatherings are an opportunity 
for people to connect and relate in authentic ways. Last fall, 10 new groups 
began meeting, with 102 people participating.

“The small group value is getting to know people in a relaxed setting 
over time. We’ve become one community and I always look forward to get-
ting together,” said Beckie Rogers, who participated in a group last fall.

We are also seeking group leaders who would be willing to host gather-
ings in their homes. If you’d like to lead a group, or if you’d like to sign up as 
a participant, contact Barbara George at 816-381-9251.

January Sermon Series: Turning Points
Jan. 5-26. Rev. Carla Aday and Dr. Mike Graves preaching. 
A new year is always a time for new beginnings, whether it’s a new exercise reg-

imen or healthy diet. The church also 
celebrates new beginnings in a season 
called Epiphany. It’s a time for remem-
bering when Jesus began his ministry, 
but also a time for us to reflect on new 
beginnings in our day. Join us this Jan-
uary as we journey together with God 
into the new year. 
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continued from page 1
From the Senior Minister

Centennial Kick-Off Sunday
October 4, 2020  
One service only at 10:00 a.m., 
followed by a reception.

Centennial Lecture Series  
November 8, 2020
Anna Carter Florence, Columbia 
Theological Seminary. 

Centennial Thanksgiving  
Dinner
November 19, 2020
Featuring Eldar, jazz pianist.

Building Community: Book by 
Book 
Spring 2021 small group book discus-
sions followed by author event. In part-
nership with Temple B’nai Jehudah.

Centennial Lecture Series
March 7, 2021
James K. A. Smith, Calvin Theological 
Seminary. 

Kick-Off for the Next 100 Years
Sunday, April 18, 2021 
One worship service only followed by 
festival featuring live music.

Celebrating Our Centennial 
Starting in fall 2020, Country Club Christian Church will begin a year-long  
celebration of 100 years of ministry in Kansas City. Mark your calendar for these  
Centennial events, and watch for more information about other celebrations 
throughout the year. 

celebrations, we will remember and 
celebrate what God’s spirit has done 
among us and seek to follow that spirit 
into a future that we cannot yet know.

A second component of this 
celebration will be a Centennial Gifts 
Campaign, led by David Forsee, Mary 
McClure, and Amy Guthrey. You may 
have attended a listening session last 
summer or completed a survey about 
possible projects that would prepare 
us for the future. Our leadership has 
listened to you and we are now pre-
paring to move forward.

I am deeply grateful to all of these 
persons for their wise and dedicated 
investment of time, talent and treasure 
into this pivotal moment in our church 
history. They have lent their compas-
sion and vibrant energy to celebrating 
our past and envisioning our future.

You will hear more about the 
Centennial Gifts Campaign in the 
weeks and months to come. April and 
May will be a time of focused energy 
where all in the congregation and 
community will have an opportunity 
to take the same bold move that our 
founders took 100 years ago. I invite 
you to begin praying now for the plans 
that God is leading our congregation 
into as we move into our next century 
of ministry.  

Grace and peace, 
 
 

 

Caring for Creation
Pathways to Learning: Caring 
for Creation in 2020 

Pathways 
to Learning 
is a series 
of elective 
offerings open 
to everyone, 
focusing upon 
timely topics 

on the Bible, spirituality, current 
events, family life and technology. 
Sun., Jan. 12, 10:00 a.m.- 11:00 
a.m., Social Hall. Led by Kristin 
Riott, Executive Director, Bridg-
ing the Gap.As Christians, what’s 
our role in taking care of God’s 
creation? Get a big-picture view 
of sustainability efforts in Kansas 
City, and how you can get involved. 

Reusable Coffee Cups
Keep your eyes open for 
NEW reusable coffee cups at the 
drink stations starting this month. 
Simply fill your cup, enjoy your 
drink, and return it to the bin. We 
will do the dishes.
Benefits for our church include:
• Savings of approximately 

$2,500 over one year (the cost 
of disposable cups and lids in 
2019)

• Lowering of our environmental 
impact

Did you know that disposable cups 
cannot be recycled or composted 
because of the inner plastic lining? 
Thank you for helping us to be good 
stewards of our resources.  We wel-
come any feedback or suggestions 
you may have and appreciate your 
support. 
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reflections

2020 Celebration  
Dinner and Auction
Save the date for the 2020 Celebration 
Dinner and Auction on Fri., Mar. 13 
from 6:30 -10:00 p.m. at 2016 Main 
Event Space. Tickets and sponsorship 
packages available soon.

9:01, 10:00 and 11:00 a.m

Jan. 5 
Turning Points Part 1 
Following Your Dreams 
Matthew 2:1-12 
Rev. Carla Aday Preaching 

Jan. 12 
Turning Points Part 2 
Voice from Heaven 
Matthew 3:13-17 
Rev. Carla Aday Preaching 

Jan. 17   
Dr. Mike Graves Preaching

Choosing Joy 
By Rev. Tyler Heston, Minister to Youth

December seems to be a busy month for most people, 
and my December was particularly busy. On top of 
holiday activities and (last-minute) Christmas shop-

ping, a good friend of mine was married in Cleveland on the 
Saturday before Christmas, and I was honored to officiate. 
Morgan and I are roommates here in Kansas City, but she 
and her husband, Geoff, met in Cleveland, her hometown. 

They invited friends and family from across the globe (over six countries were 
represented) for ceremony and celebration in Cleveland, and ten of us from 
Kansas City made the trip to the other side of the Midwest to join. There was 
something so sweet about convening after miles of travel in another city for the 
celebration of Morgan’s lifetime.

In July, when Morgan first shared the news with us that her and Geoff 
were officially engaged, we were not surprised. They had been together for 
years, living in different cities both together and apart, including the year that 
Geoff was deployed in Poland. They are genuine and adventurous and goofy— 
and a perfect fit for each other. We were surprised they were getting married 
so soon, though. December was coming up quickly, and we knew the weekend 
before Christmas would be a difficult weekend to get away. But we understood. 
There were health issues in Morgan’s family, and she wanted to have the wed-
ding while everyone she loves could still attend; and Geoff expected another 
deployment early in 2020. The weekend before Christmas worked the best for 
them and their families, and they went for it.

The timing of the wedding, along with the distance so many traveled to 
be there, ended up making the event so special. There is something sacred 
about the bold choice to choose celebration and joy even when it is not easy. 
All weekend, I was reminded about the story of Jesus turning water into wine 
in John 2. In John’s account of Jesus life and ministry, this was the first miracle 
Jesus performed. Rather than heal someone from a life-threatening sickness or 
cast out a demon wreaking havoc on someone’s life, Jesus’ first sign of God’s 
power was to turn water into wine when a wedding celebration prematurely 
ran out of libation. It was not even his idea— it was his mother’s. She suggested 
he do something about it, but he insisted that his “time hasn’t come yet” ( John 
2:11 CEB). She did not take no for an answer. 

After the wine again flows in abundance, one of the hosts exclaimed— 
“Everyone serves the good wine first. They bring out the second-rate wine 
only when the guests are drinking freely. You kept the good wine until now.” 
Through this, Jesus revealed his glory and that God's way is a way of abun-
dance. 

As we find our groove of the new year, may we find ways in our own lives 
to choose joy and to see that God is a God of abundance. We proclaimed 
“ joy to the world” throughout December and Advent, awaiting Christ’s birth. 
Advent is not the end of the story, though; it’s the beginning. The joy that God 
is born into our world is something to unfold all year long. How will you boldy 
choose joy?   
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 Adult Classes and Group Fellowship Opportunities

Monday Evening Classes 
Short Stories by Jesus: A Closer Look at the Parables
Feb. 3 and 10, 7:00 p.m. • Led by Dr. Mike Graves. Ac-
cording to Mark’s gospel, Jesus did not speak to his follow-
ers “except in parables,” which is something of an exag-
geration. But not by much since it was clearly his favorite 
way of teaching. Parables, however, are not simple stories; 
they are more like puzzling riddles. In this class, we’ll look 
at several parables, trying to figure out their meaning and 
why Jesus spoke in riddles. 

Faith and Grief Lunch 
Jan. 7, Noon, Village Presbyterian Church, 6641 Mission 
Road, Prairie Village
Grace, Caregiving, and Grief
Spearker Christine Sanders shares her reflection on her 
mother’s journey which, “was painful, difficult, and the 
most grace-filled experience she could share with me.” 
Ms. Sanders is a Pastoral Associate at Visitation Catholic 
Church. Lunches begin at noon with welcome and prayer, 
followed by reflection and informal facilitated table con-
versation. Complimentary lunches offer a safe place for 
those who grieve to remember, listen, and pray together. 
Free-will offering basket is available for those who wish to 
support this ministry. Info (816) 381-9249 or care@cccckc.
org or https://www.facebook.com/FaithandGriefKC/

Faithbook
Women exploring scripture and forming friendships. Come 
and go as your schedule permits on either 
Tuesday from 7:00-8:00 p.m. or Wednes-
day from 9:00-10:00 a.m. in Rm. 206. Be-
gins Jan., 14/15. No classes weeks of spring 
break (Mar. 17/18), or Holy Week (Apr. 
7/8), and ends week of Apr. 28/29. 

Faithpub
Hosted by Dr. Mike Graves, this popular 

men’s group meets for beer and conversa-
tion on a host of spiritual topics, with a guest 
speaker each session. Gatherings are at Bier 

Station, 120 E. Gregory Blvd., 7:00-8:00 p.m. 
Wed., Feb. 5: Andy Johnson, Professor of New Testament, 

Roots 
This ministry is for individuals ages mid-20s to mid-30s, in 
the “in-between” stages of finding your way through the early 
and important adulthood years. Weekly gatherings at 10:00 
a.m. Rm. 207. Contact Corey Meyer for details at coreym@
cccckc.org.

Kansas City Guitar Society Guest Artist Concert 
Featuring Brian Torosian. Fri., Feb. 14, 7:30-9:00 p.m., 
Chapel. General admission is $20. 

Bible and Art Tour of Italy 
(May 24-June 3, 2021). New details! Calling lovers of art 
and Scripture (as well as pasta, wine, and gelato). In spring 
2021, we will venture to Rome and Florence for an unfor-
gettable tour of world-class museums, cathedrals, Renais-
sance architecture, and the Tuscan countryside. Donna 
Houtteman, a docent at the Nelson-Atkins Museum, Rev. 
Carla Aday and Dr. Mike Graves, will lead this inspiration-
al journey. In addition to guided tours, there will be free 
days for leisure and day trips. Cost is $2,700/person, which 
includes wine and cheese reception upon arrival, lodging 
in four-star hotels, all breakfasts, guided tours of muse-
ums and other sites, ground transportation, and a farewell 
dinner. (Airfare not included since some may prefer to use 
miles or book their own flights, although a group flight op-
tion is available.) A non-refundable deposit is due Feb. 20. 
Between now and Jan. 31, we are taking names of church 
members who wish to go. After that, non-members may 
sign up. Email Mike Graves (mikeg@cccckc.org) to put 
your name on the list.

Mission Partnerships

Service Learning Trips
Puerto Rico  May 28-June 1, 2020
Visiting our international partner ICDCPR – the Christian 
Church (Disciples of Christ) in Puerto Rico to be present  
in the community and continue efforts to rebuild homes  
and lives following the disaster of Hurricane Irma in 2017. 
This year’s trip will focus on “young adult” members for  
a long-weekend trip, however, all are welcome! Deadline:  
Feb. 1. Cost TBD (approx. $1,000)

We delivered 747 socks filled with toiletries to our friends at Micah 
Ministry to distribute to individuals experiencing homelessness. 
Thank you to everyone who assembled a stocking this year.
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a message from staff Our Church Family

In Sympathy
Our prayers and condolences are with the family  
and friends of 
William G. Beard (Patty Love’s father)

Join a Small Group 
By Barbara George, Director of Membership Development

Just last week I heard from a first-time 
Neighborhood Communion participant 
that the group had met again and what a 

wonderful experience it had been…. appe-
tizers, insightful guided discussion, and of 
course, lots of laughter! “It all came togeth-
er!”  Ten groups met this past fall and I’m 

excited and truly looking forward to launching new small 
groups to begin meeting in February. Everyone is welcome to 
participate.

If you have ever even thought about joining a small 
group but then hesitated, I encourage you to sign up! Here 
are some reasons why:
• You have an opportunity to get to know people you may 

not otherwise meet. The groups are intergenerational, 
offering rich opportunities for discussion and sharing of 
experiences.

• The time commitment is small – each group will meet 3 
times over an 8-10 week period for up to an hour and a 
half each time. 

• Guided discussion topics for each gathering are devel-
oped by Dr. Mike Graves. There is no homework or 
preparation for the gatherings!

• The gatherings are flexible. A group leader will set the 
time and location for the first gathering and help guide 
the discussion, but after that the rest is up to your group. 
Your group might decide to rotate the host home, you 
might take turns bringing a small snack or contribute to 
the “communion” meal.

The ‘communion’ part of Neighborhood Communion 
small groups is symbolic of what communion was like in 
Jesus’ time, when friends gathered in intimate groups, cele-
brating inclusion and joy and caring for each other; sharing 
life as well as bread and wine.

From these neighborhood groups we come together 
as one large congregation for Sunday worship and work 
together during the week for the greater good.  I hope you’ll 
share in the experience.   

On Dec. 17, the Kansas City Brass' annual Christmas concert 
brought tiding of comfort and joy to a delighted audience. 
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Youth Ice Skating
Join us after church on Sun., Jan. 5, for a wintry 
afternoon of ice skating with your friends! Meet in the 
Youth Center at noon to carpool to lunch together and 
for an hour of ice skating at the Crown Center. Return 
by 2:30 p.m. Bring $10 to cover skating and extra mon-
ey for lunch. RSVP to tylerh@cccckc.org.

Connect Socials for 7th and 8th Graders
Every third Tuesday. In January, join us for movie 
night (with dinner) on Tues., Jan. 21, at 6:30 p.m. 
Please bring $5 for dinner. Location TBD. 

Middle School Lock In
Middle schoolers are invited to join us for the January 
lock-in on Fri., Jan. 24, at 7:00 p.m. Join us for a night 
of fun and games before a big sleepover in the church. 
Eat dinner before arriving, and bring $5 to help with 
snacks and supplies. RSVP to tylerh@cccckc.org.

High School Progressive Dinner and Lock-in 
Join us on Sat., Feb. 8! Meet at the church at 6:00 p.m. 
to carpool for appetizers at the Aday-Ehman house, an 
entree at the Irey house, and a dessert at the McGuire 
house before returning to the church for games, movie, 
and a sleepover. RSVP  to Tyler at tylerh@cccckc.org.

Souper Bowl of Caring 
Sun., Feb. 2, our youth will be raising money for the 
Virginia Reed Food Drive as part of the Souper Bowl 
of Caring, a national effort that empowers youth and 
unites communities around the time of the big game to 
help those in need. 

Youth Ministries Children and Families 
Footsteps of Faith - 1st-5th Graders 
The Wise Ones Show the Way

Club Kids (3rd-5th graders)
Club Kids resumes Sun., Jan. 12. Meet your friends 
for fun activities and games, building friendships and 
connections with the church. 5:00-7:00 p.m.

Parent Playdate
Drop in the library on Sun., Jan. 26, at 10:00 a.m. for 
a time to connect with other parents with infants and 
toddlers (24 months and younger.) Come enjoy light 
refreshments as you get to meet others. Babies bring 
your parents to play! 

Omaha Zoo Overnight Trip
Save the date for Mar. 7 -8, 2020! Club Kids (grades 
3-5) will go on an overnight trip to the Omaha's Henry 
Doorly Zoo and Aquarium (Watch weekly email news-
letter for more information).
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Christmas Eve in Pictures

Joy was found and hope made real at all three 
Christmas Eve services. From the lighting of the Christ 
candle, to the visit from the holy family; the beautiful 
music by the Kansas City Brass; culminating in the 
lighting of the Christmas candles, it was a magical 
evening of peace and love for all.
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Program Staff

For the full church calendar, visit our website at

CCCCKC.org
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Pathways to Learning:  
Caring for Creation in 2020 
Sun., Jan. 12, 10:00 a.m.- 11:00 a.m., Social Hall 

Souper Bowl of Caring 
Sun., Feb. 2 

Omaha Zoo Overnight Trip 
Mar. 7 -8, 2020 
Club Kids (grades 3-5) will go on an overnight trip 
to the Omaha's Henry Doorly Zoo and Aquarium 

Celebration Dinner and Auction 
Fri., Mar. 13, 6:30-10:00 p.m.

Centennial Kick-Off Sunday
Oct. 4, 2020  
One service only at 10:00 a.m., followed by a  
reception.


