
Neighborhood Communion Group 
Discussion Questions 

 
Background 
The idea behind neighborhood communion groups arose from the earliest Christian 
communities that gathered regularly in homes for a time of eating and talking. In the 21st 
century, our churches gather for a talk called “sermon” and a meal called “Communion,” but 
with little time for developing intimacy and relationships.  
 
As you gather this evening, think of it as a throwback to the early church, or a dinner party in 
our day. Below, you’ll find a Scripture passage, along with some suggested questions. 
Neighborhood Communion is a chance to enjoy food and food for thought. 
Scripture Passage: 1 Corinthians 12:4-13 
4Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5and there are varieties of services, but 
the same Lord; 6and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of 
them in everyone.7To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.8To 
one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of 
knowledge according to the same Spirit, 9to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of 
healing by the one Spirit, 10to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another 
the discernment of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of 
tongues. 11All these are activated by one and the same Spirit, who allots to each one 
individually just as the Spirit chooses. 12For just as the body is one and has many members, and 
all the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13For in the one 
Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all 
made to drink of one Spirit. 
 
Discussion 
Similar to the passage we read from Acts last time, Paul writes here about Christian community 
and their gatherings. Here are some questions to get the discussion going. 

 
1) The church at Corinth squabbled over different gifts within the church, valuing some 

over others. Do you ever think of some gifts as more important, less important in 
the life of the church? What is your gift and how do you view your contributions? 

 
2)  What do you think Paul means by the “common good” in v. 7? What does that look 

like in practical terms? Can you think of an example from our congregational 
context? 

 
3) In v. 13-ff Paul compares the church to the human body. He notes how a diversity of 

persons make up this body—Jews as well as Greeks, slaves as well as free. How does 
the church celebrate these differences while seeking to be a unified whole? How can 
the church be unified while celebrating the diversity of its members? 


